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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 8, 2005
Chamber of Commerce, Cameron SGA pass resolutions in support of capital bond issue
As civic, economic and social groups across the state rally to support a proposed capital bond issue in support of higher education in Oklahoma, two local organizations have pledged their endorsement. 
The board of directors of the Lawton-Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce and Cameron University’s Student Government Association (SGA) each unanimously approved resolutions supporting the $500 million capital bond at recent meetings. 
“This bond will profoundly affect Oklahoma students present and future and those students are the ones who will determine the economic prosperity of this state,” said Mike Brown, chairman of the Lawton-Fort Sill chamber board. “If we want to attract long-term industry and stimulate economic growth, then we must fund higher education. Economic growth and the presence of a strong higher-education system go hand-in-hand. We strongly encourage the Oklahoma Legislature to approve this important piece of legislation.”
Echoing Brown’s comments, SGA President Jenny Jackson stressed the importance of the bond to students like herself.
“There are 225,000 students attending Oklahoma’s higher education institutions,” Jackson said. “This capital bond will impact each and every one of us. As a student government, we see great value in supporting a quarter-million future leaders and countless number of students who follow. I encourage the state legislators to see that same value.”
(over)

resolutions, ADD ONE
The Lawton-Fort Sill Chamber of Commerce and Cameron SGA resolutions of support come just days before the bond issue will be addressed by the Legislature. The continuing groundswell of support has given proponents of the bond optimism that the issue’s vital nature is reaching all sectors of the state. 
“We appreciate the support of each individual and every organization,” said CU President Cindy Ross. “The capital bond issue is critical to providing the quality of education Cameron students need and deserve. It is particularly gratifying that community leaders recognize the importance of this bond issue to Cameron’s future and step up to take a public position.” 

The $500 million bond issue was proposed jointly by Oklahoma’s 25 public university and college presidents in early January and supported by Gov. Brad Henry. If approved by the Legislature, the proposal represents only the third capital bond issue for higher education since statehood.

Under the proposed bond, each of the state’s colleges and universities will receive funds for repairs and improvements to aging facilities. The worn state of campuses across Oklahoma has been compounded by an enrollment boom. 

Higher education institutions have seen an increase of more than 28,000 students over the past five years. During this same period, Cameron University’s student enrollment has increased 30 percent to 5,779 this past fall. 

If approved, the bond will yield $12,059,247 for Cameron, which will be divided among six projects with the bulk, $7 million, going to the renovation and expansion of its Business Building. 

At more than 30,000-square feet, the three-story building was constructed in 1964. During its history, the structure has served as a women’s dormitory and the local offices for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), before finally being returning to academic use in 1985.

During FAA occupation, the original heating, cooling and air handling systems were replaced with individual fan coil units, eliminating the induction of fresh outside air into the building. Heat is provided through the original 1964 unit. The inefficient L-shape of the design prohibits the easy flow of foot traffic and the building does not have an elevator.
(over)

resolutions, ADD TWO
The project will expand the building to 48,000 square feet and renovate classrooms, lecture halls and faculty offices. The cost also includes furniture, fixtures, equipment, technology upgrades and an elevator.

Second on Cameron’s project list is the heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) system for the Shepler Center and the Fitness Center. The HVAC units were installed in 1989 for use of the Shepler Center only. However both the Fitness Center and Sciences Complex have been tied into the same system over the past 15 years. 

The addition of two of CU’s larger buildings keeps the units in constant operation. This prevents servicing and annual maintenance and is expected to shorten the system’s 15-20 year life span significantly. The estimated cost of the project will be $700,000.

Additionally, $1 million has been allotted to add central heat and air to the 40-year old Aggie Gym, which also houses classrooms. The gym has no air conditioning and is heated by an antiquated hot-water boiler circulation system. The project will also retrofit lighting to increase energy efficiency and provide ADA access to the spectator area, which is currently unavailable. Also, this portion of the gym project will create a new main entrance, expand ticket booths and improve restroom facilities. 
The final three projects for Cameron’s portion of the bond include $500,000 for ADA compliance measures; $800,000 for relocation of existing parking lots, creation of additional parking areas, and redirection of pedestrian and vehicular traffic, as well as possibly relocating a campus entry access road; and more than $2 million in roof repairs and improvements to the exteriors of buildings campus-wide.
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