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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, 4/21/2008
Retired surgeon honored with endowed scholarship
Cameron University President Cindy Ross recently accepted a $15,790 contribution from Dr. John Carter of Lawton on behalf of multiple donors for the establishment of the Richard J. Allgood, M.D. Endowed Scholarship in Pre-Medicine Studies, honoring retired Lawton surgeon Richard J. Allgood. The purpose of the scholarship is to assist deserving students enrolled at Cameron University who are pursuing a course of studies leading to acceptance at an accredited medical school.
“We are so grateful to Dr. Allgood’s friends and office staff, who conceived of this endowment to honor his work in the Lawton community, and to Dr. Carter for actively making it come together in such a short time,” said Ross. “Remarkably, the funds were raised in less than 30 days, and we continue to receive funding in support of this scholarship - indisputable evidence of the respect and esteem held for Dr. Allgood.”

Dr. John Carter presented the contribution on behalf of multiple donors whose intent was to honor Dr. Allgood. “When it was suggested that we created a scholarship in Dr. Allgood’s name, I knew we would receive numerous donations from his friends, family and the patients he served during his years of practice in Lawton,” said Carter. “It was a privilege to coordinate this effort honoring one of the most respected surgeons I’ve had the pleasure to work with. Dr. Allgood became a mentor to me early in my medical career, and this scholarship will both pay tribute to him and allow him, in some measure, to continue to mentor future healthcare professionals. On behalf of all of the donors, we’re hoping he will view this scholarship as part of his legacy.”
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“I am so touched by this incredible honor,” said Allgood. “The establishment of this scholarship serves as a fitting transition from medical practice into retirement. It’s a wonderful feeling to know that Cameron students who are entering the medical profession will benefit from this tribute for years to come.”
To quality for consideration for the Richard J. Allgood M.D. Endowed Scholarship in Pre-Medicine Studies, students must be juniors or higher in classification and have a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.5. Once selected, the recipient may retain the scholarship until degree completion if he/she remains a full-time student, meets the 3.5 GPA criterion and remains committed to the goal of acceptance at an accredited medical school.

 More than 70 percent of students at Cameron receive financial assistance. “This scholarship will help us continue to offer that much-needed assistance to our students,” Ross added. “Scholarship contributions are one of the critical elements we utilize to fulfill our mission of changing lives through education at Cameron.”
More than $11.5 million have been contributed to the Centennial Campaign, which will conclude this summer.  
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