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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 4, 2004

CU Student Support Services gives annual honors
Student Support Services and Leaders in Education and Opportunity awards were presented to outstanding Cameron University students, staff and faculty at a ceremony concluding the 2003-2004 academic year.
Assistant criminal justice professor Dan P. Ford was presented the SSS Outstanding Faculty Award for dedication to working with his students. Student nominations described Ford as compassionate, knowledgeable, hard-working and deserving of the recognition.  
Following a successful career in law enforcement that included serving as Duncan’s police chief, Ford joined CU’s criminal justice and sociology department in 1999. He holds associate and bachelor’s degrees in criminal justice from Cameron and a master’s degree in human relations from the University of Oklahoma. He is also a graduate of the Federal Bureau of Investigation National Academy.  
Ford serves as a volunteer counselor at the Fort Sill Regional Confinement Facility where he teaches behavior education training.  He is a member of the Lawton Correctional Treatment Advisory Council, the Oklahoma Sheriffs’ and Peace Officers’ Association, the FBI National Academy Association and the Council on Law Enforcement and Education Training Council.  He is also on the advisory board for Youth Services of Stephens County.
“We realize that we have many wonderful academic partners across campus who provide time and effort 
above and beyond their classroom duties,” said Student Support Services director Suzanne Aplin in presenting the award to Ford. “These sometimes unsung heroes are vital to the retention and persistence of students who come to college academically under-prepared and unsure of their ability to succeed.”
Cameron admissions specialist Gayle King and financial assistance scholarship coordinator Jeremy Dickerson were recognized for their contributions to Student Support Services – King for her willingness to help students quickly and for always finding time to help SSS staff, and Dickerson for his patience in helping students through the financial assistance maze, and for going the extra mile to aid SSS staff and program participants.
Leaders in Education and Opportunities awards were presented to CU senior Larry Moore by writing lab director Paul Vantine, to sophomore Dana Wheeler by science lab director Cheryl Jones and to junior Loren Bailey by mathematics lab director Neal Washington. All three are from Lawton.
Kay Jennett, who earned her bachelor’s and master’s degrees at Cameron and is currently a lecturer in the English department, was given the Student Support Services Distinguished Alumni Award.
Junior Al Cox of Fletcher; senior Tonia Dunham-Roa of Walters; sophomore Shenelle Hutcheson, freshman Dixie Nix-March and senior Michael Robinson, all from Lawton, provided personal tributes regarding their experiences in the program. Robinson was joined by peer mentors junior Suzan Esley from Lawton, junior Shelia Hodge from Saint Kitts and junior Ivanilda Santos of Lawton in receiving certificates of appreciation for their contributions from academic counselor and mentor supervisor Kay Love. 
Academic counselor/tutor coordinator Lakawthra Cox presented Outstanding Tutor Awards to senior Dave Bellot from the Commonwealth of Dominica, junior Adrian Chavez from Lawton, sophomore Orlandrew Danzell from Trinidad & Tobago, senior Sandina Date from Grenada and senior Larry Young from Cache.
Entertainment for the ceremony consisted of “Down Memory Lane” a staff presentation of slides, and in a musical tribute provided by Duncan sophomore William Biffle and Lawton freshman Brian Brunker.
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