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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 27, 2008

Cameron’s Department of Biological Sciences receives grant from National Science Foundation
Cameron University’s Department of Biological Sciences recently received a grant in the amount of $36,157 from the National Science Foundation to support the incorporation of the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge herbarium into the Cameron University Herbarium under the direction of Michael Dunn, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Biological Sciences.
The Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge collection contains almost 2000 specimens collected between 1907 and 1970 and represents one of the few records of vegetation of the region.  In order to better protect the specimens, the collection will be sent on permanent loan to the Cameron University Herbarium, which was opened in the 1960s as a regional repository for the flora of Southwest Oklahoma, and in particular Comanche County.  

The grant from the National Science Foundation will provide for increasing the storage capacity and upgrading specimen storage cabinets at Cameron’s herbarium, fumigating the incoming collection, and hiring student workers to assist with project related duties, including electronically data-basing the collection.  The grant lasts from March 1, 2008 thru February 28, 2010.  
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“This is an excellent opportunity for Cameron students to be actively engaged in developing and applying techniques they are studying in the classroom,” said Dunn.  “The project will also be of great benefit to the community.  For the first time ever, data from the Wichita Mountain Wildlife Refuge herbarium will be electronically available for both Refuge managers and the statewide scientific community.”
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