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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 18, 2007

Cameron University launches Dig Deeper Challenge 
Cameron University marked yet another historical milestone today as President Cindy Ross announced that only two years into the three year Centennial Changing Lives campaign, the University has surpassed the $8.5 million goal, raising 106 percent or $9,033,671 million thanks to the overwhelming response from the community and the generosity of many contributors. 

During the event, Ross, with special assistance from University mascot, Ole Kim, announced the launch of a campaign expansion, known as the Dig Deeper Challenge, raising the total campaign goal to a record breaking $10 million. 
“I am immeasurably thankful to the donors who have stepped forward to support this unparalleled effort by the University,” Ross said.  “The Dig Deeper Challenge will allow an opportunity for others to follow in the footsteps of our lead donors to help set a firm foundation for Cameron’s second century and enhance the future of southwest Oklahoma.” 
A prospector himself, Ole Kim arrived well prepared to “dig deeper” with his own shovel,  and provided miniature golden shovels to donors as a token of appreciation for their efforts in helping the University exceed its campaign goal.     

(more)
Dig Deeper, ADD ONE
The Changing Lives campaign and Dig Deeper Challenge focus on providing an enhanced experience for students at Cameron University as well as increased opportunities for the southwest Oklahoma community.  Representing the largest development initiative ever attempted by Cameron and the largest three-year campaign of any of the regional universities in Oklahoma, the campaign focuses on four primary areas designed to shape the physical and academic landscape of the University.
The centerpiece of the campaign is the $6.5 million Centennial Student Activities Complex.  The complex, to be located in the heart of campus, will provide a modern location for students to study, dine, interact and relax.  The complex will feature a student union, student activities areas, meeting rooms, an art gallery, dining areas and community spaces for students to make lasting memories.
The complex will not only serve Cameron students, but will serve the community for a variety of functions.  The second floor of the state-of-the-art complex will house a ballroom with seating for 400 connected to a balcony that will overlook the Centennial Gardens, another campaign initiative.  This area will be well suited for hosting proms, weddings and other community events.  To date, $5.9 million or 92 percent of the goal has been raised toward construction of the complex.
“The construction of a new Student Activities Complex continues our commitment to provide a complete collegiate experience for our students, offering a learning and recreational space unmatched by other regional universities,” Ross said.  “In addition to serving students, we hope the gardens and the new complex will be equally popular locations for the community.”
The significant progress toward the realization of the goal for the Centennial Student Activities Complex is attributable to the remarkable support of donors.  Major donors for this portion of the campaign include: The McMahon Foundation - $4 million; McCasland Foundation - $600,000; The Sarkeys Foundation - $300,000; Inasmuch Foundation - $200,000; CU President’s Partners - $250,000; American Electric Power Foundation - $75,000; CU Alumni Association - $75,000; IBC Bank and Retail Merchants Association - $60,000; Towe, Hester and Erwin, LLC, J.T. Neal Agency Inc., Ford, Hines, Klein and Watson Insurance Agency and Smith and Sons Insurance Agency – $50,000; Pillars of Support (7) - $30,000 each; Triple Crown Donations (12) - $3,000 each; and many other donors at various significant amounts.  
(more)
Dig Deeper, ADD TWO
The second component of the campaign is for endowed faculty positions.   Beginning in the 1980’s Cameron’s endowed faculty positions have provided enhanced learning opportunities for students.  Endowed faculty positions create unique teaching and learning opportunities by helping to fund worthwhile student and faculty research, internships, classroom activities and travel that would not otherwise be possible.

Currently, Cameron has more endowed faculty positions than any other regional university in the state.  This success is possible through the generosity of the McCasland Foundation which matches lectureship contributions.  The combined contribution is then submitted to the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education for matching.  The original goal of $650,000 has been surpassed and nearly doubled, securing $1,275,486 or 196 percent of the goal.
Major contributors in endowed faculty positions include: B.H. and Flora Brewer Trust - $500,000; donor to be announced - $250,000; Bill, Sylvia, Brad and Karen Burgess and the McCasland Foundation match - $50,000; and other donors at varying amounts.

Student scholarships represent a third campaign component.  “While Cameron remains one of the least expensive regional universities in the state, the need for financial assistance remains great,” said Ross. 

Nearly 72% of Cameron students are in need of financial assistance compared to 50% statewide.  With this in mind, the University set a goal of $600,000 for student scholarships, and thanks to tremendous support, has topped that amount raising $877,028 or 146 percent of the goal.

Major contributors for student scholarships include: Fulbright-Helvey Foundation - $250,000; B.H. and Flora Brewer Trust - $120,750; The McMahon Foundation, $105,000; Nancy Hale Endowed Scholarship - $50,000; Leora Brown - $47,000; Coach Mike and Mickie Krzyzewski President’s Distinguished Scholarship - $45,747; Willy Flores Jr. Endowed Scholarship - $26,295; Chesapeake Energy Corporation - $25,000; Doris Aycock Endowed Scholarship - $25,000; in addition to other generous supporters.
(more)

Dig Deeper, ADD THREE
The campaign also set a fundraising goal of $500,000 for the construction of the Centennial Gardens in the center of campus as a primary component in the University’s Campus Master Plan.  Another Centennial Gardens is also planned for Cameron’s branch campus in Duncan. The gardens will revolutionize the environment on both campuses, providing students, faculty, staff and visitors an oasis of green space, water features, and benches overlooking beautiful landscaping and winding pathways.  
Progress toward this goal is 99 percent complete having raised $496,758.  The advancement in this area is due largely to a $400,000 contribution from Donald S. and Stephen F. Bentley in addition to gifts totaling $88,000 from The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents member Jon Stuart.
A final campaign area is designated for university advancement.  This element allows donors the opportunity to contribute to the campaign in areas not included in the primary four areas but that are critical to the continued support of the University.  Currently $388,397 has been raised, again surpassing the goal of $250,000.
In addition to other contributors, the outstanding faculty and staff of Cameron University have generously stepped forward in support of the campaign by making a combined contribution of more than $55,000 to various areas of the campaign.  

“Most importantly, students are at the heart of Cameron University and this campaign,” Ross said.  “Cameron is focusing on celebrating its rich past while preparing for its second century of changing lives through education, and we certainly understand CU would not be the institution it has grown into today without the generosity of outstanding alumni and supporters.”
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