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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 25, 2004

(NOTE: Mr. Ahmed is from Lawton.)

Cameron University student to participate

in research showcase at State Capitol

Internet security, breast cancer, substance abuse treatment – these are just a few of a wide range of research projects that will be on display Monday, March 29, at the State Capitol in Oklahoma City.
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Tahsin Ahmid, left, explains his undergraduate research to State Rep. Abe Deutschendorf, middle, and State Rep. Debbie Blackburn, right, at the State Capitol.  Ahmed represented Cameron University in a statewide research competition sponsored by Oklahoma EPSCoR showcasing his science project to legislators and the public at the State Capitol.
 Tahsin Ahmed, a senior biology major at Cameron University, is one of 20 student researchers from around the state who have prepared poster summaries of their work.  The projects will be on display from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the fourth floor Capitol rotunda.
Ahmed’s research project, “Surrogate Light Chain Selection of Immunoglobulin Heavy Chains in B Cell Development,” was done under the mentoring of CU assistant biology professor Dr. Carla Guthridge. His collaborators on the project were G.R. Kolar and P.C. Wilson, who work with a molecular immunogenetics program at the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center’s Department of Microbiology and Immunology.
Research Day at the Capitol celebrates excellent undergraduate student research conducted on Oklahoma’s college campuses. The event was initiated in 1996 as a way to inform legislators and the public about the high quality research being conducted by the state’s higher education institutions in science, social science, technology, engineering and mathematics. 
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, the Oklahoma Experimental Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (EPSCoR) and the National Science Foundation sponsor the annual event.
Each student who is nominated to participate in Research Day at the Capitol receives a $250 stipend to help defray the cost of preparing a poster detailing his or her research. These posters are competitively judged, as students compete for a research internship and cash prizes to be awarded by Gov. Brad Henry, State Regent John Massey and higher education Chancellor Paul Risser.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. Student awards will be presented at noon March 29 in the governor’s Second Floor Conference Room.
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