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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 24, 2007
Cameron University adds endowment 
The Bill G. Taylor Endowed Lectureship in Mathematical Sciences was made official when The University of Oklahoma, Cameron University and Rogers State University Board of Regents gave approval at a meeting held today at the OU-Tulsa Schusterman Center in Tulsa.
The lectureship is established by Tish Taylor in memory of her late husband.
“Endowed lectureships make a tremendous impact on the educational opportunities Cameron provides its students.  From hearing noted speakers to participating in undergraduate research activities, students gain experiences that simply would not otherwise be possible,” said CU President Cindy Ross. “We are deeply appreciative to Mrs. Taylor for affording these opportunities to Cameron students.”
The Regents also approved Cameron’s request to apply for matching funds for the lectureship from the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.  Before the lectureship is submitted to the State Regents, the initial $12,500 gift will be matched by the McCasland Foundation of Duncan.  The new $25,000 endowment will then be submitted to the State Regents to be matched, creating a $50,000 endowment.

The purpose of this endowment is to advance the quality of education in mathematics at Cameron University and in Southwest Oklahoma by sponsoring activities such as mathematics workshops for teachers and students as well as defraying expenses associated with faculty and student research projects and presentation of research papers at state, regional or national conferences.  
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Funds from the endowment may also be used to purchase or provide research related equipment, recognize outstanding student scholarship by providing merit awards to students for outstanding performance in mathematics research and provide enhanced classroom learning experiences by funding student field trips to regional mathematics conferences.
Cameron boasts 57 endowed positions (lectureships, chairs and professorships) – more than any other regional university and trails only The University of Oklahoma and Oklahoma State University among all state colleges and universities.
Below is brief bio: 

Bill Taylor was born in Duncan and graduated from Duncan High School.  He received an Associate Degree from Cameron State Agricultural College in 1948.  Serving as a Marine during World War II and in the Korean Conflict, he achieved the rank of captain.  Upon returning, he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the University of New Mexico and attended the Advanced Management Program of the Harvard School of Business.  Taylor began his professional experience at Halliburton Oil Well Cementing Company in 1946 as a cement truck driver and advanced to Chairman and CEO of the company’s Welex Division by his retirement in 1987.  Taylor was a member of the Society of Petroleum Engineers and a registered petroleum engineer in Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana.  His honors included Distinguished Alumnus of the University of New Mexico and of its School of Engineering as well as induction into the Duncan Public Schools’ Foundation Hall of Fame.  In 2004, Taylor was awarded the Cameron University Alumni Association Distinguished Alumnus Award.
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