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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 22, 2008
CU’s 34th Annual Speech & Debate Camp slated for July
Cameron University’s Department of Communications is preparing for the 34th Annual Speech & Debate Camp, where junior high and high school students will begin preparation for next year’s national high school cross-examination debate, learn new public speaking, acting and debating skills, or prepare for national Lincoln-Douglas Value debate divisions. Camp sessions are scheduled for July 13-18 and July 20-25. 
“The camp is one of the largest speech and debate camps in the country offered to high school and junior high students,” Tony Allison, chair of CU’s Department of Communication and Camp Coordinator, said.
Last year’s camp included 320 students from 122 schools in eight states as well as 80 staff members made up of high school teachers, college professors and junior staff members.  (Junior staff members are high school and college speech and debate champions.) Many of the staff members are from some of the most successful high school speech programs in Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas and Missouri.  
Applicants for Cameron University’s Speech and Debate Camp are now being accepted for the two camp sessions.  The camp fee includes housing, a meal package and camp registration. Pre-registration for $355 per student is available until June 1; after June 1, registration is $395.
The first camp session (July 13-18) will include:

Division I: Beginning Individual Events
Division II: Advanced Individual Events
Division III: Beginning Lincoln-Douglas Debate

Division IV: Intermediate Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Division V: Cross Examination Debate
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The second camp session (July 20-25) will include:

Division I: Beginning Team Cross Examination Debate
Division II: Intermediate Team Cross Examination Debate
Division III: Advanced Team Cross Examination Debate
Division IV: Beginning Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Division V: Intermediate Lincoln-Douglas Debate
Division VI: Advanced Lincoln-Douglas Debate

The Individual Events division of the camp will showcase some of this year's state and national winners by performing their award winning contest pieces for the camp students.  Campers will watch demonstrations which will be critiqued by the senior staff of the camp.  Cross-examination team debaters will work on next year's national high school debate topic, "Alternative Energy: Resolved: The United States federal government should substantially increase alternative energy incentives in the United States.” Lincoln-Douglas debaters will work on three value-debate topics in the different divisions.  

Two hours of undergraduate credit are available for teachers, college students, and high school students who have completed their sophomore year by May 2008. Graduate credit is also available for those who are eligible. Graduating high school seniors are also invited to participate as college students, with or without college credit.

Students will have the choice of living on campus for the week or being a day camper, staying at home and attending daily sessions.  Students will participate in day and evening sessions with entertainment activities provided each night in the CU Shepler and Fitness Centers.
For more information and to download a registration brochure, visit the Camp Web site at www.cameron.edu or contact the CU Department of Communication at 580.581.2359.
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