[image: image1.png]R, News Release

ity Relations

CAMERON Government & Communi

UNIVERSITY {300 50750 e
Lawton, OK 73505

thescoop@cameron.edu





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 6, 2005

Cameron University’s Southwest AHEC 
to conduct bioterrorism training exercise
Cameron University's Southwest Area Health Education Center (Southwest AHEC) will partner with the Oklahoma State University Health and Science Center in Tulsa to conduct a regional bioterrorism training exercise for Southwest Oklahoma hospital staff and first responders.  

The exercise will be held from 8 a.m. to noon on Tuesday, May 17, in Room 402 of South Shepler Tower on CU’s Lawton campus. 

“With terrorism on the rise and resources for operations and training becoming scarce, there is a critical need for efficient and effective disaster training for rural hospital staff and first responders,” said Kelley Hall, director for Southwest AHEC.
The exercise is a mock-bioterrorism event designed to simulate a disaster situation and test participants’ clinical skills, understanding of the incident command structure, problem solving skills, crisis communication and group dynamics. 
Hall said the exercise will help participants have a better understanding of what their roles and responsibilities are during a disaster, as well as aid them in identifying major tasks, functions and operations, organize procedures for evacuation and/or decontamination, and locate any problems within the communications system.
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“The exercise is designed to simulate a plausible attack in proportion to actual casualties that could likely be affected,” Hall said. “This training will provide health care professionals and first responders relevant and accessible training to meet the threat of bioterrorism and other hazardous events.”  
There is no charge to participate in the exercise; however, reservations must be placed prior to May 13.  Continuing education or Council on Law Enforcement Education and Training credit is available at no cost on an hour-for-hour basis. 
For more information or to make a reservation, contact 580/581-2284.  
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