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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 1, 2005

Cameron names 2005 Hackler Award winners

Two longtime Cameron University faculty members have been named recipients of the 2005 Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Teaching Excellence Award.
Associate Dean and business professor Suzanne Clinton, Ph.D., and Associate Professor of criminal justice and sociology Karen Youngblood, J.D., will hold the Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Lectureship in Teaching Excellence, an endowment recognizing outstanding contributions by faculty in the lives of Cameron students. The Hacklers – both CU alumni – established the endowment in 1996.
The honors will be presented to Clinton and Youngblood at a reception at 6 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 7, at Cameron University-Duncan, located at 3100 W. Bois d’Arc.
The Hacklers’ initial gift to the University was matched dollar-for-dollar by the McCasland Foundation, and by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, creating a $50,000 lectureship. The endowment is used to provide merit awards to outstanding teachers and grants to enhance their professional development since 1999.
Clinton and Youngblood will be appointed to Hackler lectureships and will be provided grants to be used for approved activities. Their names will also be added to the Hackler Award honor roll plaque which is on display on the CU-Duncan campus.

Recipients are selected based on recommendations from faculty and students. Competition is open to all professors who have been full-time members of the CU faculty for at least three years and hold an appointment as an assistant professor or higher. The candidate’s principle assignment must be teaching.
(over)

Hackler, ADD ONE

Clinton and Youngblood are the twelfth and thirteenth recipients of the honor. Associate physical science professor Clint Bryan, Ph.D., was selected as the first recipient in 1999. 
The award was presented to Rebecca Pazoureck, Ph.D., and Vivian Thomlinson, Ph.D., in 2000; Margie McMahan, Ph.D., and Matt Jenkins, Ph.D., in 2001; Joe Jones and Ira Hawk, Ph.D., in 2002; T.K. Bhattacharya, Ph.D., and Ted Snider, Ph.D., in 2003; and Marcy Blackburn, Ph.D., and Kent Morris, Ph.D., last year. Like their predecessors, both of this year's recipients drew high praise from their nominators. 
“Dr. Clinton is a superb professor and mentor,” said Jenny Jackson, senior business administration major from Frederick. “During my time at Cameron she has provided me and my classmates with tremendous support and guidance. I could not have asked for a more professional, caring individual.” 
Clinton has been at Cameron for 11 years. She began her education career as a teacher’s aide at Mississippi State University, before coming to Cameron as an associate professor in 1994. Professionally she is a member of Phi Kappa Phi, Delta Mu Delta, Association of Collegiate Marketing Educators, as well as many other affiliations. In 2005, Clinton received the David O’Keefe Academic Excellence and Motivation Award. 
Clinton graduated from Louisiana Tech University with a bachelors of science and a master's of business administration and with a doctorate of business administration in management from Mississippi State University. 
Before her post as professor at Cameron, Youngblood practiced law in the private sector for 11 years. In 1981 she was appointed to a temporary position as the Judge of the Court of Appeals Temporary Division 87. Youngblood came to Cameron in 1987 as an associate professor of political science and criminal justice. She served as the department chair of politics, sociology and criminal justice for three years.
“Dr. Youngblood is extremely devoted to helping her students,” said Taylor Crisp, senior criminal justice major from Lawton. “She has taught me so much and I cannot put into words how much I respect her. I look up to her as a role model. She has made a positive impact on my life and I greatly appreciate her for it.  She deserves this award because of all the students she has impacted at Cameron University.”

(more)

Hackler, ADD TWO
Youngblood earned her bachelors of arts from the University of Oklahoma and her juris doctorate from the OU School of Law.
“I love teaching and seeing students grow and accomplish more than they knew was possible,” Youngblood said. “I cannot think of any professional honor I would rather receive than one for teaching.”
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