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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 7, 2007
Cameron University runs with ‘Big Dogs’ in speech, debate competition
Students on the Cameron University Speech Team must have heard the popular saying, “It’s not the size of the dog in the fight that matters, but the size of the fight in the dog.”  The Speech Team traveled to the Texas Tech and West Texas A & M Swing held Jan. 26-28, at Texas Tech University in Lubbock. The CU team was not intimidated by being one of the smaller schools in the event and took second place in the overall debate competition behind Rice University. 

Ten colleges and universities were represented at the speaking and debate competition including The University of Texas Austin, The University of Oklahoma, Texas Tech University, Rice University, West Texas A&M University, The University of Mary-Hardin Baylor, Northwood University, The College of the Southwest, Cameron University and Southwestern Oklahoma State. 
Junior Speech Communication major Bethany Beck of Lawton and Junior Speech Communication major Malinda Rust of Lawton held their own in beating out pairs from Texas Tech and Rice University.  The CU duo reached the quarterfinals before falling to the fourth ranked partnership in the country on a 3-0 decision. Cameron University was the only small school to make it to the quarterfinals. Rust received the eighth place debate speaker award and Beck was 14th out of 41 debate competitors. 

In addition to the team debate success, Freshman Speech Communication major Craig Dudley of Ardmore represented Cameron and the small regional schools in a great way as well. In the West Texas A & M half  
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of the swing, Dudley received third place in poetry, beating out several UT Austin participants and other 
competitors. He was also a finalist in Prose Interpretation and was the only Cameron student to be in finals with six UT-Austin competitors.

“I am extremely proud of my students representing small schools across the region,” said Tyler Thornton,
CU’s speech and debate coach.  “It shows that speech competitions are not just about a school’s size or reputation. That is why students from Cameron can be successful. They work hard, have a lot of talent and continue to thrive as a team and individually”. 
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