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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 6, 2008

Cameron’s Art Department to present Native American exhibit and lecture
The Cameron University Department of Art will present the installation of a collaborative exhibit entitled “Our Place at the Table” on Thursday, March 13, 2008 with a reception beginning at 6:30 p.m. followed by a lecture at 7 p.m. in Cameron’s Library on the main campus in Lawton.

The exhibit will present the collaborative efforts of 11 female contemporary Native American artists’ unique perspective on the role of Native American women in 2008.  The exhibit and lecture will explore the impacts of events related to Oklahoma’s statehood on Native American women.  Table settings created by each artist will illustrate the lives of their grandmothers and how their history has impacted their own lives. 
“I am pleased to facilitate this project and honored to work with such a talented group of artists,” said Edna McMillan, Chair of Cameron’s Department of Art.  “The exhibition not only facilitates a greater understanding of American history and culture for students and the academic community at Cameron, but embraces a dialogue that speaks to the entire country.”   
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The title, “Our Place at the Table,” represents not only the artists’ place at the conference table today, but their place at the kitchen table from childhood as they recall and share the lessons learned through the intimate conversations with their mothers, grandmothers and other female family members.  

“Their artistic dialogue is one of Native American women speaking about their maternal ancestors in both a personal yet united voice,” said McMillan.  “Each artist brings new visions to the “table” while maintaining their cultural heritage.  The result is an exciting and meaningful exhibition for everyone to contemplate.”
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ADD ONE, Native American exhibit

The exhibit’s curators are artists and educators, Eva Yeahquo-Williams and Juanita Pahdopony.  Yeahquo-Williams is the curator of the Southern Plains Indian Museum and Pahdopony is an administrator for Comanche Nation College.  

Participating artists for the exhibit include: (listed below followed by their Native American tribal affiliation)
Annette Arkeketa - Otoe-Missouria and Creek

Charlotte Black Elk – Oglala Lakota

Artlene Caesar – Kiowa

Yvonne Cannon – Chickasaw and Choctaw

Cynthia Clay – Comanche

Traci Davis – Chickasaw

Sharron Ahtone Harjo -Kiowa

Juanita Pahdopony – Comanche

Maya Torralba – Kiowa, Wichita and Comanche

Eva Yeahquo Williams – Kiowa

Rhonda Williams – Otoe Missouria
This exhibit is made possible through funds provided by the Dr. Clodus and Pauline (Chaat) Smith Endowed Lectureship in American Indian Studies whose purpose is to facilitate a greater understanding and appreciation of Native American history and culture that will benefit students.  
The exhibit and lecture is free and open to the public.  For more information contact the Department of Art at (580) 581-2450.   
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Jamie Glover, Director of Community Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 
