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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 23, 2006
CU’s Upward Bound summer program offers college experience for high school students
About 60 high school students from the Lawton Public Schools and Geronimo High School have been selected to participate in Cameron University’s Upward Bound Summer program.

Beginning Tuesday, May 30, the program brings students to live on the Cameron campus for six weeks while they attend classes and participate in activities designed to better prepare them for college.

As outlined by the U.S. Department of Education, each student will take a class in composition and literature, math, lab science, and foreign languages. Electives in social studies, fine arts, computers and sports will be available. Additionally, students have classes focusing on ACT preparation, college and career exploration, and current events.  

The focus of the 2006 summer program will be geography, and many Upward Bound classes and activities will center on that topic. 
“To put their academic studies to practical use, all students will prepare a project on ‘Urban Geography,’ in which they will design a model city,” said Cheryl Dorris, Director of Open Doors/Upward Bound. “And to improve their knowledge of World Geography, students will see the world via computer and complete an “Internet Passport.” Students will seek information on almost a dozen countries from across the globe.”  

In addition to their academic work, students will explore the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge, study urban geography in Oklahoma City and travel to Colorado Springs to compare and contrast mountainous geography with the plains of Oklahoma.  
(over)

Upward Bound, ADD ONE
“Traveling to other college campuses and visiting locations of historical and cultural significance in Oklahoma and Colorado are a pivotal part of the summer experience,” Dorris said. 
On June 16, Cameron Upward Bound students will host an Academic and Sports Challenge for about 200 Upward Bound students and staff from Redlands College, Seminole State College and East Central University. The students will begin the morning with “wacky games” and proceed to sports such as basketball, volleyball, and racquetball, board games and end the day with an Academic Bowl.

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, Upward Bound is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstances.

Cameron hosts three other TRIO programs: McNair Scholars, Student Support Services and Talent Search/Open Doors. The four Cameron University TRIO programs contribute approximately $1.4 million annually to promote educational opportunity in Southwest Oklahoma. One hundred percent of the total costs of the Upward Bound program is financed with funding from the U.S. Department of Education.

– 30 –
PR# 06-092
Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211.
