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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Apr. 16, 2007

Cameron professor wins literary award 

Cameron University Professor of English Julie Hensley is the winner of the inaugural Everett Southwest Literary Award sponsored by the University of Central Oklahoma.  The award was given for her short story manuscript entitled “Landfall.”

Hensley’s manuscript was chosen from numerous short stories submitted from writers living in Oklahoma, Texas, and New Mexico.  She will receive $5,000 for the award.  

“Professor Hensley is a terrific young writer and this award is an important recognition of her contribution to contemporary fiction,” said Margery Kinglsey, CU English and foreign languages department chair. “It is simply wonderful to see someone who is such a dynamic teacher and colleague honored in this way.”
The contest's final judge was Rilla Askew, two-time Oklahoma Book Award winner.  Askew authored “Strange Business,” “The Mercy Seat,” “Fire in Beulah,” and the forthcoming “Harpsong.”

“I am thrilled about the award and grateful to the Everett family for the generous prize which will allow me to spend the summer writing and researching my next project,” said Hensley.  “The fact that Rilla Askew, such an accomplished writer and one I so admire, selected my manuscript is truly edifying as well.”

-more-
Hensley, ADD ONE

Hensley will give a reading of her award-winning manuscript during a reception at the UCO Nigh University Center on the University of Central Oklahoma campus in Edmond on Tuesday, April 17 at 7 p.m.  Those interested in attending should call 405.974.2522.  
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