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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 15, 2004

Cameron students, staff mark annual TRIO Day

Fourth District Congressman Tom Cole encouraged an overflow crowd of nearly 900 Oklahoma students and staff members to “have the spirit to dream” during annual TRIO Day festivities Feb. 18 in the House Chamber of the Oklahoma State Capitol.  The event drew a record number of participants.
Nearly 900 students from 49 Oklahoma TRIO programs attended the ceremony, including 19 from four Cameron University TRIO programs.  
Participating in the event were CU McNair Scholar Sofia Diaz from Lawton; CU Student Support Services participants Albert Cox from Fletcher, Lori Howard from Sterling, Kimberly Newton from Duncan, and Suzan Esley, Sarah Looney, Dixie Nix-March and Rick Zamarripa, all from from Lawton.  Local teenagers attending the event were Open Doors students TaCora Burton, Ashley Hensch, Angela Mosley, Charise Webber-Hugine and Evan Wallace; and Upward Bound students Yvonne Huesca, Marlisa Jones, Jessica Kemp, Charles Taylor, Diontrey Thompson and Michael Wright. 
Kemp and Jones helped open the ceremonies by singing the “Star Spangled Banner,” while four others – Cox and Diaz from Cameron, and Candice Webber and Andrew Jordan from the Lawton Public Schools – were profiled in a Oklahoma TRIO programs “hall of fame” booklet that was distributed to state legislators and other honored guests.
Accompanying students were CU TRIO staff members Suzanne Aplin, Twillow Campbell, Lakawthra Cox,
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John Dunnaway, Lisa Griffin, Maria Hooley, Kay Love, Jennifer Pruchnicki and Doreen Thomas. 
Speakers for the event were State Chancellor for Higher Education Paul Risser, State Sen. Angela Monson, State Reps. Larry Rice, Kevin Cox and Dale Wells and Oklahoma Secretary of State Susan Savage. 
During the last fiscal year, the U.S. Department of Education provided more than $24 million to support 81 Oklahoma TRIO programs serving an estimated 27,000 students. Nationally, colleges, universities and community agencies sponsor nearly 2,700 TRIO projects benefiting more than 871,000 low-income students between the ages of 11-27.
National TRIO day was designated by concurrent resolution in 1986 by the 99th Congress.  National TRIO Day is celebrated on the last Saturday of February each year to recognize the federal TRIO programs.  
The TRIO programs – Talent Search, Upward Bound, Upward Bound Math/Science, Veterans Upward Bound, Student Support Services, Ronald E. McNair Post-baccalaureate Achievement Program and Educational Achievement Centers – were established more than 30 years ago to assist low-income students in overcoming class, social and cultural barriers to higher education. Most of these students come from families in which neither parent graduated from college. These students represent the highest aspirations and best hope for the American dream. 
Student Support Services and McNair Scholars programs work with college-level students, while Open Doors and Upward Bound programs work with pre-collegiate students.
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Editors and Broadcasters: Attached are jpeg photos of the event; cutline information follows. For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. More TRIO information is available at: http://www.trioprograms.org.

TRIO 1: Cameron University participants for TRIO Day included (from the left) students Dixie Nix-March, Albert Cox, Kimberly Newton, staff members Kay Love, Doreen Thomas and Suzanne Aplin, CU vice president Samantha Thomas, and students Sofia Diaz, Lori Howard and Sara Looney.

TRIO 2: TRIO participants were allowed to sit on the floor of the House Chamber at the State Capitol.  Taking advantage of the opportunity were two CU students, Sara Looney and Sofia Diaz (foreground, left & right).

