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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 9, 2004

King holiday celebration to tackle racism

On June 1, 1921, one of the bloodiest race riots in U.S. history ravaged the Greenwood district of Tulsa. The riot resulted in an unknown number of deaths and the destruction of more than a thousand homes and businesses.
The race riots and their underlying cause, racism, will be the featured topic of discussion during a panel discussion at Cameron University on Monday, Jan. 19, for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. The free public event begins at 2 p.m. in the University Theatre at A Avenue and University Drive in Lawton. 
The panel will feature Cameron history professor Dr. Sarah Janda, Oklahoma historian and author Scott Ellsworth, and Muslim cleric Imam F.B. Rasheed.
Ellsworth will further explain racism and the lessons of the past during his keynote address that evening at a holiday banquet honoring King. Both the workshop and banquet are presented by Cameron Campus Ministry and Cameron University.
Ellsworth is the author of “Death in a Promised Land,” the critically acclaimed study of the devastating Tulsa race riot. Hailed by the Washington Post as “definitive,” the work is credited by many as the first book to break through the culture of silence that had long hovered over what many believe was the worst single incident of racial violence in American history.
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The banquet begins at 6:30 p.m. in the Worley Center on the campus of Great Plains Technology Center, 4500 SW Lee Blvd., in Lawton. Seating is limited, so reservations are recommended. Advance tickets are $20 per person from the CCM office, located at 500 SW 27th St. in Lawton, or by calling 580/357-7226. 
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Editors and Broadcasters:  Although it serves many CU students, Cameron Campus Ministry is a private organization and is not affiliated with Cameron University. For more information about the Jan. 19 holiday banquet, please contact CCM directly at 580.357.7226. For more information about the panel discussion, contact CU Government and Community Relations at 580.581.2211.
