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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 25, 2005

Cameron University accepts donations of land,

building from City of Duncan and DEDTA

The relationship between Cameron University and the community of Duncan has been fostered through dedication to common goals for the future of higher education and economic development.
Cameron and Duncan reached a pivotal milestone in their joint effort in May 2004 when Gov. Brad Henry signed House Bill 2624, officially designating the Duncan Higher Education Center (DHEC) as a Cameron branch campus. 
Implementing the legislative action requires the tying of some vital ‘loose ends’; one of which was the official deeding of land and building that comprise the CU-Duncan campus from the Duncan Economic Development Trust Authority (DEDTA) and the City of Duncan to Cameron.
On Tuesday, the Board of Regents for the University of Oklahoma, Cameron and Rogers State University, approved a recommendation from Cameron University President Cindy Ross to accept the donation of the land and building of CU-Duncan campus, completing a project years in the making. The action took place at the Board of Regents monthly meeting, held at the OU Health Sciences Center’s Robert M Bird Library in Oklahoma City. 
“The relationship between Cameron University and the community of Duncan has been a successful one
(over)
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benefiting area citizens,” Ross said. “Duncan built a quality facility and Cameron can now offer the best education in Southwest Oklahoma to students who may not otherwise have been able to earn a college education.”
Cameron’s partnership with Duncan dates back to the mid-1980s when college classes were offered at Duncan High School. The relationship continued to prosper when the Duncan Higher Education Center (DHEC) was opened as a joint effort among Cameron, the City of Duncan, and what was then the Red River Area Vo-Tech School in 1994. 
By 1999, the Duncan Higher Education Commission had developed a plan to make the center an official branch campus of Cameron, but it was not until four years later, in Fall 2003, that Ross initiated discussions with community leaders concerning the transfer of the facility and land to CU.
These discussions resulted in a formal proposal to the commission for the establishment of a Cameron University-Duncan branch campus. The key element of the proposal included having DHEC designated as a branch of Cameron by the Oklahoma Legislature. In turn, Cameron would eliminate the $20 per-credit-hour supplemental off-site fee assessed students at DHEC.  
As part of the agreement, CU and the Red River Technology Center (RRTC) share responsibility for repairs and utilities, while RRTC retains current space in the facility for its training programs. As for the City of Duncan and the DEDTA, the proposal called for the deeding of the land, building and all furniture and equipment to CU. 
The Duncan Higher Education Commission approved the proposal and, on Dec. 18, 2003, the commission recommended to the Duncan City Council that the proposal be accepted. 
In April 2004, the Legislature passed House Bill 2624, officially making DHEC a branch campus of Cameron. The bill’s primary authors were Rep. Jari Askins and Sen. Daisy Lawler, both of Duncan, who where supported by numerous other area legislators. 
“We owe a tremendous amount of thanks to Rep. Askins and Sen. Lawler, as well as Southwest Oklahoma
(more)
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legislators who banded behind them to support the bill,” Ross said. “Their efforts will have a profound effect on the lives of countless students and the economy of an entire community.”
The change from DHEC to CU-Duncan had an immediate impact. Following the name change, enrollment increased 40 percent during Fall 2004 as more than 400 students attended the branch campus. 
In December 2004, both the DEDTA and the Duncan City Council acted on their portion of the agreement and approved a contract transferring ownership of real property and improvements that comprise the CU-Duncan campus to Cameron. 
“The people of Duncan are fully committed to higher education,” Ross noted.   “The presence of a higher education institution is an absolute necessity for economic development. It is, in essence, the fuel for the economic engine. We are honored to serve the Duncan community and provide for its educational needs.”
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