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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 24, 2004

(NOTE:  Stewart, Gomba and Parris are all from Lawton.)

Cameron University political science sophomore

chosen for Washington, D.C. citizenship program
Cameron University student James Stewart has been chosen to participate in the Institute for Responsible Citizenship in Washington D.C. this summer. 
Stewart, a sophomore majoring in political science, is one of 16 students chosen from colleges and universities across the country.  He will spend the next two summers in Washington D.C., where he will take courses in political science and economics at George Washington University and perform a high-level internship in environmental public policy. 
The Institute for Responsible Citizenship is a program for developing leaders that specifically targets minority males who have built distinguished records in their early semesters at college. Applicants must be sophomores and will spend the summers of their sophomore and junior years in Washington, D.C.  
Stewart will join two CU students, Joseph Gomba and Camilo Parris Jr., who were selected for the program in 2003. Cameron is the only university in the nation to have placed three students in the institute.
Gomba’s internship was done in the Senate Rules Committee. In the course of his internship, he met several noted senators, including John Kerry, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Trent Lott and Oklahoma Sen. Don Nickles, who is one of the institute’s sponsors.  Parris did his internship in homeland security with Ed Meese, former U.S. Attorney General under Ronald Reagan. 

(over)

citizenship, ADD ONE
During the summer, Gomba and Parris had private seminars with Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas and with U.S. Representative John Lewis, who was the youngest speaker on the program at the Lincoln Memorial in 1963 when Martin Luther King Jr., delivered his famous "I have a Dream" speech. They also had an opportunity to visit Mount Vernon with one of George Washington's biographers. 
Other participants entering this summer’s class come from Benedict College, Florida A&M, Louisiana State University, the University of Massachusetts, Michigan State, Morehouse, the University of North Carolina, Prairie View A&M, the University of Oklahoma, Hampton College, Syracuse, Yale and the University of Maryland-Baltimore campus. 
The institute will cover the cost of participants’ tuition, fees, and lodging and each will receive a cash award of $2,500 each summer. The total value of the program is in excess of $13,000.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. More on the Institute for Responsible Citizenship is available from its website: www.i4rc.org.

