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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 3, 2004

Lawton Community Foundation awards grant

to KCCU-FM for digital radio format upgrade
KCCU-FM,  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Cameron University’s public radio station, has received a $2,000 grant from the Lawton Community Foundation which will be used for an upgrade to HD Radio, a digital format that will provide a new radio service to the area.  

HD Radio will allow KCCU to keep its current dial positions, while providing a CD audio-quality not previously possible.  For listeners with a digital receiver, KCCU broadcasts will be static-free with crystal-clear reception.  The station will also offer “Tomorrow Radio,” a second audio channel that will allow it to provide an additional programming format.
“We are pleased to receive this grant,” said KCCU general manager Mark Norman. “This grant from the Lawton Community Foundation will help make this next step in the transformation of radio possible.  We appreciate the foresight of the members of the Lawton Community Foundation board in helping to provide digital radio for the Lawton area.”
KCCU, a non-profit service, was an institutional goal of Cameron University dating back more than 20 years. Norman came to Cameron in 1985 to develop a broadcasting program at the university, thus making public radio possible for Southwest Oklahoma.  KCCU went on the air in July 1989, broadcasting only 18 hours a day with a staff composed of Norman and a handful of Cameron students. 
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Since that summer day in 1989, KCCU-FM has signed on six radio stations throughout the area, in addition to the flagship station that serves Lawton-Fort Sill on 89.3 FM. Also serving the area are 102.9 FM in Lawton-Fort Sill; 88.7 FM in Wichita Falls, Texas; 89.1 FM serving Clinton, Weatherford, Elk City and other portions of western Oklahoma; 90.3 FM serving the Ardmore region; 100.1 FM in Chickasha and 90.1 FM serving Altus.
KCCU has an audience of more than 35,000 listeners in Oklahoma and Texas and is the only radio station in the area with a 24-hour news and classical music format.  The station is an affiliate of National Public Radio, Public Radio International and American Public Media.
The Lawton Community Foundation was established in 1999 to support the charitable interests and concerns of the people of the Lawton community and surrounding areas.  
The foundation’s unique endowment structure ensures that Lawton’s cultural, artistic, educational and charitable work will have a strong and lasting source of funding from which future generations will benefit.  The Lawton Community Foundation is affiliated with the Oklahoma City Community Foundation, which has served central Oklahoma for 35 years.  
For more information on the Lawton Community Foundation, visit http://occf.org/lawton/index.php/ on the web.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211, or contact KCCU-FM director Mark Norman at 580.581.2425. For more on the Lawton Community Foundation, visit the website in the last graf.

