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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 7, 2005

Cameron University joins CCM in hosting 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. celebration
His dream is still alive. 

Cameron University, along with Cameron Campus Ministries (CCM), will pay homage to the dream, the life and work of visionary civil rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. when they host the 21st annual Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday Celebration on Monday, Jan. 17, with an afternoon panel discussion and evening banquet.

“CCM is honored to be able to celebrate the life and teachings of Dr. Martin Luther King,” said Patrick McPherson, director of CCM. “His influence and commitment transformed our society, not only 30 years ago, but to this day.” 

Civil Rights: Living the Promise in a Divided America will begin at 2 p.m. with a panel discussion that will feature Cameron University professors Dr. Sarah Janda and Dr. Ramona Hall, along with National Public Radio (NPR) correspondent and author, Juan Williams. 

Williams is a senior correspondent for NPR and the political analyst for Fox Television. He is a former prize-winning columnist and editorial writer for the Washington Post and has authored three books. 
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“Williams’ understanding of American history and his inside access to Washington politics gives him a unique and informed voice as an analyst of current events,” McPherson said.   

This year’s panel will include some new features designed to increase student participation. CCM will award a $300 prize for the best student essay about King’s legacy and what it has meant to his or her life. 

Secondly, two Cameron students and one area high school student will give brief presentations in which they adopt the personas of important civil rights advocates. The panel discussion is free to the public and will take place at 2 p.m. in the University Theatre, located at 27th and A Avenue in Lawton.
“Many milestones have been achieved and much progress has been made with respect to civil rights in education,” said Hall, an assistant professor of education. “However, there are many indications that significant gaps still exist, and in some ways we have even regressed and continue to do so.”

Williams will again address the issues of “living in a divided America” in his keynote address that evening at the holiday celebration banquet. 

The banquet will begin at 6:30 p.m. at Centenary United Methodist Church, located at 7th and D Avenue in Lawton. Tickets are $20 for adults and $12 for students. Tickets should be reserved by Monday, Jan. 10, by calling CCM at 580/357-7226.

“The Martin Luther King Day celebration brings together members of the community with faculty, staff and students at Cameron University to pay tribute to one of the greatest civil rights leaders in American history, as well as to contemplate the current status of race relations in the United States,” said Janda, an assistant professor of history and government. “While many schools and universities across the country cancel classes to commemorate the day, Cameron has embraced the notion that this national holiday should be ‘a day on and not a day off.’” 
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Editors and Broadcasters:  For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

