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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 26, 2007
Cameron Speech Team wins Novice National Debate Championship and receives All-American honors

The Cameron Speech Team traveled to Central Michigan University in Mount Pleasant, Mich. for the Pi Kappa Delta Forensics Honorary National Championship Speech and Debate Tournament and Convention March 6-11, 2007. Freshmen Craig Dudley and Greg Walker defeated Albertson College (Ind.) and West Chester University (Penn.) on the way to beating Boise State (Ind.) on a 2-1 decision to win the Novice Division of the National Parliamentary Debate Championship. 

Senior Malinda Rust received All-American honors from the organization. Pi Kappa Delta awards this high distinction to only ten students out of more than 600 students nationwide representing 60 colleges and universities. In order to be eligible for the award, Rust maintained an excellent academic record, displayed service, and showed strong success in forensics.

In addition to these honors, five other students received honors in various speaking and interpretation events and debate. Senior Kamaya Ousley was privileged to showcase her Programmed Oral Interpretation (POI) with three other students. Ousley was fourth-place overall and received a Superior rating. Rust and Craig Dudley received an Excellent in Duo Interpretation. Bethany Beck was second-place overall and received a Superior in "Honoring Native Americans", an experimental event including two speeches and a POI. Freshmen Charlie Kirby received an Excellent in Prose Interpretation and Greg Walker received an Excellent in Impromptu Speaking. In debate, Superiors went to Dudley and Walker, while Rust and Beck received Excellent with a 4-2 record in the Varsity Division. Sophomores Cathryn 
-more-
Speech, ADD ONE 

Good and Lauren Barbour also participated in the tournament helping with the overall team scores.

In the overall team sweepstakes awards, Cameron placed tenth out of 60 colleges and universities, receiving an Excellent. The team also received Excellent honors in both individual events and debate. 
"I am pleased that our team continued the Cameron tradition of success in the Pi Kappa Delta Forensics Honorary National Tournament,” said Tyler Thornton, CU’s speech and debate coach.   “Malinda Rust is very deserving of the All-American distinction, and its great to see the freshmen lead the team to such high rankings."

Below is a team roster including student information:

Malinda Rust, junior, Speech Communication, Lawton

Bethany Beck, junior, Speech Communication, Lawton

Kamaya Ousley, senior, Business Administration, Fort Sill

Lauren Barbour, sophomore, Speech Communication, Lawton

Cathryn Good, sophomore, Speech Communication, Education, Tipton

Craig Dudley, freshman, Speech Communication, Lone Grove

Greg Walker, freshman, Speech Communication, Marietta

Charlie Kirby, freshman, Elementary Education, Lawton
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