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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Aug. 2, 2005

Cameron University reaches out to victims 
of hurricane, students in National Guards 
In the wake of the largest natural disaster in United States history, Cameron University’s students, staff and faculty are binding together with the local community to support the victims of Hurricane Katrina.

“The Cameron University family has a deep empathy for the victims of Hurricane Katrina and have responded to the crisis on several fronts,” CU President Cindy Ross said. “Though the situation is desperate, we know our local community effort can make a difference.” 
Cameron has already begun working with a handful of displaced students from Louisiana and Mississippi universities who want to come to Cameron to resume their education as quickly as possible, said Dr. Gary Buckley, Vice President for Academic Affairs.
Several students from these universities have come or will be coming to Lawton to live with relatives while the clean-up takes place.

“We welcome them and will assist them in getting back into the classroom with as little interruption in their education as possible,” Buckley said. “They have already suffered an intensely traumatic experience, and we want to help them return to some sense of normalcy.”     
Cameron is also working closely with students who have National Guard commitments and have been called up for duty in Louisiana as part of a state-wide relief effort, according to Dr. Larry Kruse, Vice President for Student Services at Cameron. 
(over)

CU support, ADD ONE
“Every effort is being made to ensure those National Guard students called up don’t encounter problems related to their attendance and financial obligations to Cameron,” Kruse said. “We are proud of our students who have made military commitments, and we want to assure them that they will not encounter any adverse circumstances because of their rapid departure or possible prolonged absence from school.”

Today, Cameron’s Student Activities and the University of Oklahoma Student Nursing Association at CU are collecting items to contribute to victims, including drinking water, non-perishable food items, diapers, formula, and toiletries. All items are being collected at the Student Activities Building to be delivered to the Oklahoma Department of Human Services (DHS) late this afternoon. A truck will leave DHS late today bound for Louisiana with the supplies.

Ross said that Cameron students can participate in extended relief efforts next week by volunteering to assist with the city-wide Hurricane Katrina relief effort, which will be set up in both Wal-Mart parking lots and at Country Mart, located at 67th and Cache Road.  

Trucks will be set up to accept relief items beginning today and continuing until all donations have been accepted. Volunteer help is needed from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. each day to accept donations and help load the trucks. A local trucking company has volunteered to drive the collected items to Louisiana. Cameron students volunteering to accept donations should call 580.581.2209 or 580.581.2217 to sign up.
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