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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 2, 2004

Cameron University’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi inducts 31 new members for Fall 2005 semester

More than 30 Cameron University students were recently recognized for their dedication to educational excellence. 

Last month, 31 students were inducted into the CU chapter of The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the nation’s oldest, largest and most selective interdisciplinary group.
“These students ranked highest in their respective disciplines and maintained the highest grade point average of students at the university,” said Dr. Ron Price, chapter president.

The Fall 2004 group of CU Phi Kappa Phi initiates is made up of Marilyn Huff from Altus; Orlandrew Danzell from Castries, St. Lucia; Amber Reed from Corpus Christi, Texas; Gabriel Vidal from Costa Azul, Salvador-Bahia, Brazil; Melodie Cantrell from Guymon; Lindsay Baugh, Lyndon Burnham Yiu Ka Chan, Jillian Coleman, Danielle Davis, Nonoko Kitase, Krista Lemley, Aaron Martin, Rohan Oldacre, Jason Oldham, Alex Pena, Tanya Pilcher, Fidelia Shillingford, J. Sylmia Simon, Sisera Simon, Erica Talley, Ashley Tausch, Jeanne Vann, Cheryl Woodward and Lillian Zien, all from Lawton; Stephanie Robertson from Littleton, Colo.; Vilmary Reymundi from San Juan, Puerto Rico; Cecily Ingalls from Santa Cruz, Calif.; Tonio Desorrento from Schaghticoke, N.Y.; Ashley Sullivan from Sterling; and William Spannagel from Temple.
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To be nominated for PKP, a student must rank in the top 7.5 percent of his or her junior class, or in the top 10 percent of the senior or graduate class standings.

Cameron’s PKP chapter has been involved in various projects and events, such as recently assisting the student government association in helping approximately 250 students register vote, Price said.  

Founded in 1897 at the University of Maine, Phi Kappa Phi inducts roughly 34,000 students, faculty, professional staff and alumni each year. Its chapters are on nearly 300 campuses in the United States, Puerto Rico and the Philippines. 

The society’s mission is “to recognize and promote academic excellence in all fields of higher education and to engage the community of scholars in service to others.” In an effort to remain consistent with that mission, Phi Kappa Phi awards more than $500,000 annually to qualifying members through graduate and undergraduate scholarships, member and chapter awards and grants for local and national literacy initiatives.

Currently, Phi Kappa Phi is accepting applications for several 2005-2006 academic-year awards. A $1,000 study abroad grant is available to students seeking to study outside of the US. Deadline to apply is Jan. 15, 2005. 

Promotion of excellence and literacy grants support members and chapters as they develop programs to advance the goal of excellence in higher education. Deadlines for the promotion of excellence grant is Jan. 28, 2005 and for the literacy grant is Feb. 1, 2005.
Graduate fellowship competition provides funds to active PKP members who plan to participate in post-baccalaureate programs. Deadline for application is Feb. 1, 2005. 
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