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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 5, 2005

Vann, Clinton honored; internships announced at Cameron’s annual McNair Scholars Banquet
Jeanne Vann, a senior romance languages major from Fort Sill, and Dr. Suzanne Clinton, management professor and associate dean for the CU School of Business, were featured honorees at Cameron University’s annual McNair Scholars banquet, held recently. 
The banquet also honored five McNair participants and announced the internships for the upcoming summer semester. 
During the banquet, Vann was presented the Outstanding Senior Scholar award by McNair Scholars Program Director Suzanne Aplin. Vann was selected for the award based on her grade point average, completion of a summer research internship, conference presentations and participation in program activities. 

Clinton received the O’Keeffe Award at the banquet, which is presented to a CU faculty member who demonstrates strength of academic character and serves as a teacher, researcher, leader, mentor and advisor for McNair participants. 
Clinton also served as the evening’s keynote speaker and talked about her experiences in graduate school. She urged the students to pursue their academic goals despite any obstacle.  
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Other graduating seniors recognized for their participation and achievements were Itoro Akpan chemistry major and Enock Faustin biology major, both from Lawton; Sharon Rivera political science and economics major from Fort Sill; and Luis Rivera-Rodriguez, a business major from Long Beach, Calif. 
The 2005 McNair summer interns were also announced during the banquet. The following scholars were selected: Rosalinda Andersen (criminal justice) with mentor Mr. Harrison Watts; Anna Bueno (psychology) with mentor Dr. Mary Dzindolet; and Valerie Robinson (chemistry) with Dr. Danny McGuire. Dr. Margery Kingsley will mentor both Michelle Churchwell (English) and Lionel Dabbs (English), while Dr. Suzanne Clinton will mentor Jenny Jackson (marketing) and Luis Rivera-Rodriguez (business).

Students selected to participate in intensive summer internships will work on research projects with faculty mentors. The students and mentors will present their research at conferences in their designated fields and receive stipends and tuition waivers for successful participation.
The McNair Scholars program encourages and prepares first-generation and low-income or traditionally underrepresented students in higher education for doctoral study. 

Funded under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, the McNair program is one of the TRIO family of programs established to provide educational opportunity for all Americans regardless of race, ethnic background, or economic circumstance. Cameron University currently hosts three other TRIO programs: Student Support Services, Upward Bound and Educational Talent Search/Open Doors.  
The McNair Scholars program receives nearly $221,000 annually to promote educational opportunities in Southwest Oklahoma. The program is financed completely by federal money. 
The McNair Program commemorates the achievements of Dr. Ronald E. McNair. Dr. McNair received his Ph.D. in physics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and was the second African-American astronaut in space. McNair died in the explosion of the space shuttle Challenger in 1986. 
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