[image: image1.png]NEWS RELEASE

e
2800 W, Gore Bivd. S
e willams3@cama





For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, August 8, 2008
Cameron University welcomes 28th class of PLUS scholars

This year marks the 28th year that Cameron University has provided scholarships and leadership development through the Presidential Leaders and University Scholars (PLUS) program, designed to reward students who have demonstrated academic excellence and outstanding leadership capabilities while in high school and to teach these students skills that will prepare them for dynamic leadership roles in their respective careers.
“PLUS is a very prestigious scholarship”, said Jennifer Holland, Dean of Student Services and past participant in the program.  “It is rewarding to watch students’ leadership skills develop as they progress through the program.”
Students are chosen each year based on an application process that focuses on leadership experience, involvement in the community, grade point average, ACT/SAT scores, an essay on the topic of leadership and a formal interview.

In addition to receive scholarships totaling more than  $22,000, students selected for the program take part in a four-year leadership development program aimed at developing excellent citizens and professionals.
Students receive leadership training that helps them make the transition from high school to college, learn leadership theory, communication skills, group dynamics and problem solving.  In later years of the program, the focus shifts to presentation skills and preparation for beginning a career with such workshops as résumé writing, interviewing and making wise career decisions.
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This year’s recipients come from across Oklahoma and combine a breadth of leadership and community service experiences.  The 2008-2009 PLUS class members who have authorized release of their names are:
Apache: Shelby Washburn - Art

Cache: Donald Kern, Jr. – Business

Central:  Jordan Howell – Psychology and Criminal Justice

Chattanooga: Barkley Kirk – Undecided

Cyril:  Brock Cowen – Biology

Duncan: Lyle Gay - Biology

Elgin:  Danielle Blackburn – Elementary Education; Jessica Landoll – Chemistry 

Grandfield:  Brooke Jeffus – Undecided; Jordan Lindsey – Biology

Jenks:  Briawn Franklin – Pre-Veterinary Medicine

Lawton: Aaron Cobb (homeschooled) – Engineering Design Technology 
Lawton Christian:  Kirstie Capps – Biology; Patrick O’Malley – Biology  

Lawton Eisenhower: Anquette Anderson – Pre-Nursing; Hannah Brock – Psychology; Victoria Carman – Computer Science and Mathematics; Dillon Hargrove – Pre-Engineering; Charles Underwood – Pre-Engineering

Lawton High: Jordan Landmark – Elementary Education

Lawton MacArthur: Natasha Ruff – Business; Nathanial Ruff – Art; Simon Schmidt – Pre-Nursing; CJ Williams – Undecided 

Marlow:  Tabetha Kautzman – Criminal Justice and Psychology

Moore (Westmoore High School):  Minh-Thi Nguyen – MultiMedia Design

Sterling:  Jessica Hale – Pre-Nursing 
Tishomingo: Cody Gardner – English Education

Tulsa (Bishop Kelley High School):  Jordan Scribner – Communication
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The above is a list of 2008-2009 PLUS scholars with their intended area of study.  Students are listed by hometown and graduating high school.  
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