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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 26, 2005

CU faculty recital ready to lead audience on musical journey to Switzerland, Italy

Sometimes the only way to take a vacation is escape into the realm of the imagination. Dr. Thomas Labé would like to be your guide.
Labé, an associate professor of music at Cameron University, will lead a musical journey across Switzerland and Italy during his annual faculty solo piano recital.

The event will take place at 8 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 3, at the University Theatre, located at 27th and A Avenue in Lawton.

                                                                                                

The program is devoted to the music of Franz Liszt and will consist of pieces from all three volumes of the composer’s Années de Pèlerinage (Years of Pilgrimage). The first two volumes were compiled when Liszt was at the height of his career as a concert pianist as impressions gleaned from his concert tours of Switzerland and Italy. 

The first volume, “Switzerland,” takes the listener on a westward journey from the chapel of William Tell, across the Alps, concluding with “The Bells of Geneva.” This portion of the performance will include some of Liszt’s finest compositions, among them “Au bord d’une source,” which depicts the sound of a cascading Alpine watershed and “Vallée d’Obermann.”
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In the second-half of the program, Labé will perform selections from the second and third volumes that were inspired by the composer’s travels through Italy. Among the pieces to be heard are “Sposalizio,” a song inspired by the painting of the same name and “Les jeux d’eaux à la Villa d’Este.”

The third volume did not appear until late in the composer’s life. Published only three years before his death at age 75, the volume contains pieces that are somewhat more introspective and laced with strong religious sentiments.               

The final destination of the program will conclude with a trip to the composer’s Hungarian birthplace, as Labé performs the celebrated “Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2.” 

A prizewinner in numerous international piano competitions, Labé has been a faculty member at Cameron University since 1990 and enjoys an international career as a soloist, recording artist, scholar and educator.  
Labé his internationally released compact disc recordings that have met with enthusiastic critical acclaim, including a “Best of the Year” citation and his recordings are found with great frequency on the play lists of classical music stations the world over. 

As a recording industry professional, he is an elite voting member of The Recording Academy, taking part in the nomination and voting process for the Grammy Awards. As a scholar of the piano repertoire, his first publication as editor-in-chief, a landmark new edition of the Schumann Piano Concerto, was brought out by Alfred Publishing Company in March 2003.

General admission to Labé’s recital is $6 for adults. Senior citizens, Cameron faculty/staff, and military are admitted for $4. Cameron students are admitted free with valid campus identification. For more information or to reserve tickets, please call 580/581-2440.
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