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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 23, 2004

Cameron professor to become president 

of world’s largest scientific society

The phone call came Monday and Dr. E. Ann Nalley soon found tears of joy streaming down her face.

“I’m still crying,” said the professor of chemistry in Cameron University’s physical sciences department. “I’ve cried a lot since Monday. It’s overwhelming. To me, it’s the greatest tribute my colleagues could pay me in my professional life.” 

A professor at Cameron for 35 years, Nalley is in succession to become president of the American Chemical Society, the largest scientific society in the world with about 160,000 members and 800 student chapters. 

Nalley is the first Oklahoman and the first person from a regional, four-year university to hold the post, and she is only the fifth woman in the ACS’s 128-year history to be elected president. 

“When I think of my picture hanging next to Linus Pauling and Glenn Seaborg (past ACS presidents and Noble Prize winners), both big names of the American Chemical Society, it just blows my mind,” she said. “It’s still sinking in. I keep pinching myself thinking I’ll wake up, but I haven’t yet, so it must be real.” 

In the election, Nalley defeated Noble Laureate F. Sherwood Rowland, professor of chemistry and earth system science at the University of California-Irvine, and Isiah M. Warner, vice chancellor for strategic initiatives at Louisiana State University. Nalley said an ACS election official told her she won in a landslide.

(over)

nalley, ADD ONE
“I would not have been able to do this without support from colleagues, from students, and the administration,” she said. “Cameron has been a very good place for me. I sincerely believe I would not have been able to accomplish this if I had been anywhere else.” 

Nalley will serve three years in the ACS presidential succession; first as the president-elect in 2005, then as president in 2006 and past-president the following year. As president-elect Nalley will make committee appointments and represent the ACS when the 2005 president is unavailable. When Nalley is the society’s president in 2006, she will be the “official voice” of the ACS, representing the organization before the United States Congress, the public and at international functions.  

“Dr. Nalley is a cornerstone in the physical sciences department. Her contributions to Cameron University’s students, facility and staff have been immeasurable,” said Dr. Gary Buckley, vice president of academic affairs. “We, as a university, have had the chance to experience Dr. Nalley’s tireless work ethic and vibrant personality. Now people across the country and around the world will have a chance to interact with this outstanding individual. We have no doubt Dr. Nalley will be successful as president of the American Chemical Society.”

Nalley joined the ACS in 1972 and over the past 32 years has served in many capacities, including most recently as a member of the executive committee of the board, and as the director of District V. She has also served on the board of directors for the Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi for the past 21 years and was the society’s national president from 1995 to 1998. 

“People ask me why I don’t retire and I say, ‘Why should I, when I love every day so much,’” Nalley said. “The fun of teaching is relieving my life through the lives of my students.”

Those students hold Nalley in equally high esteem. Be it her famous cow stories or her after-hours study sessions, each student said Nalley’s efforts were extraordinary. 

“She’s very devoted to her students,” said Kelly Thacker, junior chemistry major and former student. “She will drop anything to help you. She’ll do anything to break a subject down for you and help you understand.” 

Michael Henderson, a junior biology major, echoed his peer’s comments saying, “She won’t leave the building until you understand what’s going on. On test nights she has been here until 1 a.m.”

(more)

nalley, ADD TWO
As for her new post, the students again sang Nalley’s praises. 

“She’s worked extremely hard and I don’t know of anyone who deserves (this job) more,” said Briana O’Malley, a junior chemistry major.

Nalley received her bachelor’s degree from Northeastern Oklahoma State University, her master’s degree from Oklahoma State University and her doctorate from Texas Women’s University. Among her numerous honors are the CU Distinguished Service Award in 1993 (the university’s highest honor), Phi Kappa Phi’s Promotion of Excellence Award and the Oklahoma Chemist Award.  She was inducted into the CU Alumni Association’s faculty hall of fame in 1996.
“I grew up on a cotton farm then moved to a one-room school then graduated from a small high school,” Nalley said. “Who would have guessed that I would have been able to accomplish this?” 
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