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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 29, 2004

(NOTE: Listed team members come from Cache, Duncan, Fort Sill, Lawton, Mannford and Denison, TX.)
Cameron speech and debate team competes

in Wyoming, volunteers for Lawton arts festival
Cameron University’s speech and debate team opened its season with a trip to Laramie, Wyo., earlier this month where it competed in the University of Wyoming’s “Top of the Rockies Invitational,” a highly competitive national tournament.  
More than 30 universities competed against Cameron in the event, including the Air Force Academy, Colorado State, Rice, Texas Tech and the University of Utah.
Sarah Collins, a junior speech education major from Denison, Texas, took first place in communication analysis, an event which requires a student to critic a persuasive artifact using an academic communication model.  Collins also won third place in persuasive speaking.  
Junior speech education major Zach Fort from Mannford took fourth place with his dramatic interpretation from a play. 
“This was a great warm-up tournament for our squad, especially since we are young,” said Tyler Thornton, a communication instructor who is in his first semester as CU’s new forensics director.  “The tournament gave students a new educational experience at the national level of debate competition. They worked hard and learned a lot.  I look forward to a great season.”

(over)

debate, ADD ONE

Besides individual events, Cameron entered three debate teams in the tournament, including Collins and Fort, who competed in varsity division.  Competing in the junior division were the teams of Kamaya Ousley from Fort Sill and Jonathon Hooks from Duncan, and Brian Kriss from Cache and Bethany Beck from Lawton.  Teams debated such topics as whether troops should be removed from Iraq, whether the U.S. should intervene in the Sudan crisis, and whether Social Security should be privatized. 
In addition to their travels, several team members participated in Lawton’s annual International Arts Festival last weekend.  Thornton, along with Collins, Fort, Jennifer Adrian from Lawton and Teresa Gray from Duncan, emceed everything from ethnic dancing to musical performances on the Third Street global stage and the Fourth Street local stage.
The next tournament for the CU squad will be at William Jewell College in Liberty, Mo., on Oct. 1-3.
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