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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 25, 2008

Cameron University Percussion Ensemble to host 2008 Oklahoma Percussion Festival and present Spring Semester Concert
The Cameron University Percussion Ensemble will host the Oklahoma Percussion Festival on April 4-5, 2008 and perform its Spring Semester Concert on Friday, April 4 at 8:00 PM.  All performances will be in the Cameron University Theatre or Band Room, located at 27th St. and A Avenue--on the main campus in Lawton.  
Included in both Friday afternoon and Saturday performances will be percussion ensembles from: Oklahoma Christian University, the University of Central Oklahoma, East Central University, Southeastern Oklahoma State University, Oklahoma City University, and the University of Oklahoma. Oklahoma’s high school ensembles to be featured include: Lawton High School, Ada High School, Comanche High School, Spiro High School, Mustang High School, Tulsa Jenks High School, and Edmond Santa Fe High School.  
The festival will conclude with a Saturday evening finale concert at 7 p.m. featuring a recital of guest marimba soloists representing several of the participating universities, including Cameron University’s own Eric Vandergrift, as well as another solo marimba performance by Mr. Mark Ford, performing his own composition “Kingdom Lore Fanfare.” The 2008 Oklahoma Percussion Festival will conclude with a mass steel-drum ensemble concert featuring both guest artists, Ford on steel drum and Cameron University alumnus John Simon on drumset—performing Lalo Davila’s “Ritmo Suave” and Mark Ford’s “Nightwatch.”  

-more-
Percussion, ADD ONE
In addition to performing at the festival, Cameron University Percussion Ensemble will present their spring concert on April 4 in the University Theatre.  It will be an invigorating, exciting program of contemporary percussion ensemble literature performed by outstanding CU music students.  
Current members of the Spring 2008 CUPE include percussionists Tony Bertram, from Lawton, Eric Vandergrift, from Lawton, Jarrod LaRoche, from Lawton, Gareth Jester, from Cache, Jeremy Toombs, from Lawton, Grant Johnson, from Lawton, Klay Reece, a music major from Lawton, Jason Dozier, from Lawton, Kevyn Reece, from Lawton, Clint Williams, from Lawton, Tim  Narofsky, from Altus, and Dustin Ray, from Elgin. The CUPE is conducted by Dr. Jim Lambert, Professor of Music at Cameron, and it includes both Cameron student percussion majors and non-percussion majors.   
CUPE will be performing original and arranged compositions including “Factions” by Lynn Glassock, “Marimba Spiritual” by Minuro Miki, “Passage” by Lynn Glassock, “Bachianas Brasilieras” by Villa-Lobos, arranged by Cameron alumnus Stacy Loggins and featuring guest soprano Doris Lambert, Mark Ford’s “Afta-Stuba,” featuring Tony Bertram, Eric Vandergrift and Grant Johnson on marimba, and Mark Ford’s “Head Talk,” which will feature Jeremy Toombs, Jarrod LaRoche, Jason Dozier, Tony Bertram and Grant Johnson. 
After the concert, the support group for Cameron University percussion, “Friends of Cameron Percussion”, led by Dr. Tom Leckman, M.D., will host a reception in the Cameron Theatre Lobby.
Admission is free to all performances for both the spring concert and the Oklahoma Percussion Festival.  For further information please call the Cameron University Department of Music at 580--581-2440. 
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