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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 13, 2008
Cameron University Communication Department presents annual awards 
The Cameron University Department of Communication recently held its annual awards reception and Lambda Pi Eta induction ceremony. During the reception, awards were presented in four areas: speech, broadcast, public relations/organizational communication, and journalism.
Three new annual awards honoring speech students for contributions to the CU Forensics Team were introduced. Senior Bethany Beck of Lawton was honored as both the Tony Allison Outstanding Forensics Contributor and the Richard Smith Outstanding Debate Competitor. The latter award was presented by guest alumnus Kirk Wilson, speech teacher at Putnam City High School in Oklahoma City and former member of the CU Speech Team. Wilson spoke briefly about the award’s namesake, Dr. Richard Smith, before presenting the honor. Michael Faggett, a freshman from Dallas, was recognized as the J.C. Hicks Outstanding Individual Events Competitor.
Faggett and Dyrud Lionel, a junior from Gros Islet, St. Lucia, were inducted into the Pi Kappa Delta Honorary Forensics Society, a national organization for intercollegiate debaters, individual event competitors, non-classroom audience speakers and instructors teaching courses in oral communication.
Broadcasting medals were presented in six categories. Those honored were senior Brock Bode of Ames for TV Photography; Kyle Luetters, a sophomore from Garden City, KS, for TV Editing; Cecilio Ramirez-Ribes, a Lawton senior for TV Producing; senior Dan Hyde and sophomore Nadia Nunez, both of Lawton, for TV Directing; and senior Melinda Way-Bonner of Lawton for Most Improved.
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In the discipline of Public Relations/Organizational Communication, students were honored and received medals for their papers and academic performance. Public Relations/Organizational Communication students recognized were senior Melissa Colin of Lawton for Paper in Public Relations; Jennifer Knapp, a sophomore from Duncan, who was honored for Outstanding Internship in Public Relations; Megan Mefford, Chattanooga sophomore, for Student in Public Relations and Nicole Roames, a junior from Lawton for Student Service in Public Relations.
Students inducted into the Lambda Pi Eta Communication Honor Society, a national honor fraternity for Communications majors, were senior Chris Allison, senior Kelley Burt, senior Melissa Colin, senior Donnale Mann, junior Alexis Del Ciello, all of Lawton; sophomore Jorie Palmer of Whitesboro, TX and junior Marisa White of Rush Springs. 

Lambda Pi Eta Paper Presentation Awards were given to seniors Bethany Beck of Lawton and Ralph Eddy of Sterling. 
Lawton senior Melissa Colin and Chattanooga sophomore Megan Mefford received special recognition medals for their service to the Communication Department’s Speech Center. 
In the field of Journalism, students were recognized for their contributions to the success of the award-winning campus newspaper, The Cameron University Collegian. Students receiving Outstanding Editor Awards were Lawton seniors Laura Batule, David R. Bublitz, Kelley Burt, Amanda Herrera, Malinda Rust; Kareem Guiste, a senior from Roseau, Dominica; sophomore Jim Horinek, senior Jessica Lane and junior Joshua Rouse of Duncan; and Ibirajara Vidal, a junior from Salvador, Brazil.
Outstanding Journalist Awards were presented to seniors Chris Allison, David L. Bublitz, Brandi O’Daniel, Thomas Pruitt and juniors Katie Batule, Alexis Del Ciello, Kerry Myers and John Robertson, all of Lawton; senior Ashley Wilkerson of Apache; and Elizabeth Yocham, a senior from Crescent. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Janet E. Williams, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
