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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 12, 2004

NPR correspondent Linda Wertheimer to address Cameron University’s graduating Class of 2004 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
National Public Radio correspondent Linda Wertheimer will deliver the commencement address to Cameron University’s Class of 2004, President Cindy Ross announced today.
The university’s annual graduation ceremony will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday, May 8, in Cameron Stadium in Lawton. The event is open to the public.
“Commencement is the culmination of any college student’s academic experience,” Ross said.  “I am very pleased that Cameron students, their families and friends will have an opportunity to celebrate that success by hearing from someone of Linda Wertheimer’s experience and caliber.”
Local radio listeners are familiar with Wertheimer’s news reports on National Public Radio.  KCCU-FM, located on Cameron’s campus, has been Southwest Oklahoma’s source for NPR news since it went on the air nearly 15 years ago.
Wertheimer is the network’s first senior national correspondent, traveling the globe to provide reports for the network’s radio programs. A respected leader in U.S. media with more than 30 years of experience, she has covered every major congressional news story since Watergate, including the House Judiciary Committee’s hearing on the impeachment of former President Richard Nixon, major elections, historic tax reform legislation and the Iran-Contra affair. 
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Wertheimer joined NPR at the network's inception and was the director of its flagship newsmagazine, “All Things Considered,” starting with its debut in 1971. In years since, she has served the program in a variety of roles, including reporter and host. While host of “All Things Considered” from 1989 to 2002, the program grew from 6 million listeners to nearly 10 million, making it one of the top five national radio shows. 
Wertheimer earned an Alfred I. DuPont-Columbia University Citation for her outstanding coverage of the historic 1978 Panama Canal treaty debates. The first live broadcast from the floor of the U.S. Senate, the debates ran for 37 days and often called for as many as 10 straight hours of live, on-air reporting. Her coverage of the debates was also recognized with an award from the American Legion.
In 1988 Wertheimer received a Corporation for Public Broadcasting award for her work on “The Iran-Contra Affair: A Special Report,” a series of 41 half-hour programs that summarized each day’s congressional hearings and highlighted key testimony. 
During the past four presidential campaigns, Wertheimer has crisscrossed the country with major candidates, covering state primaries and national conventions.  Since 1976, she has anchored NPR’s live coverage of both nominating conventions and presidential debates. 
Wertheimer as been recognized as one of the top 50 journalists in Washington by Washingtonian Magazine and one of America's 200 most influential women by Vanity Fair. 
In addition to her radio work, Wertheimer also makes appearances on CBS-TV’s “Face the Nation” authored the book Listening to America: 25 Years in the Life of a Nation as Heard on National Public Radio.
A 1965 graduate of Wellesley College, Wertheimer received its highest alumni honor in 1985. She holds honorary degrees from Colby College, Wheaton College and Illinois Wesleyan University. 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. A color photo of Ms. Wertheimer is available on request. For more about NPR, visit www.npr.org.
