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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 16, 2008
Recipient of John G. Morris Poetry Prize announced
Jason Poudrier, senior English major from Lawton, is the 2008 recipient of the John G. Morris Poetry Prize, it was announced during the Cameron English program awards banquet on Saturday, April 12. Pourdrier’s winning poem, which was selected from among 80 other poems produced by 24 undergraduate students, earned him a prize of $250, presented to him by John G. Morris, Ph.D., Cameron Professor of English. 

A veteran, Poudrier frequently writes of his experiences in Iraq. His winning poem, “High Stakes,” focuses on the games and off-duty activities of combat soldiers. 
Bruce Edward Taylor, Professor Emeritus of English at the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and judge of the competition, said of “High Stakes,” They say that combat consists of a few moments of frenzied danger surrounded by many more of deadly boredom. The long prosaic sentences of this poem, the lack of any humans, the concentration on the concrete objects alone create a nearly unbearable tension. This is a game played by ghosts, and the ante is quite literally their lives.”

The John G. Morris Poetry Prize, established by Morris’ $10,000 gift to the university in honor of his mother, Marian Cary Miles Morris-Zepp, is open each spring to all Cameron undergraduate students. In 2009, a second place prize of $150 will also be awarded.  
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