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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, July 14, 2006
CU hosts 32nd annual speech, debate camp 
Cameron University’s 32nd Annual Speech and Debate Camp is underway on Cameron’s main campus in Lawton. 

More than 530 students, teachers, and staff from 132 schools are attending the two-week camp. The students represent 10 states including: Arkansas, California, Colorado, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New Jersey, Oklahoma, Texas and West Virginia.  

"The camp is one of the largest speech and debate camps in the country, and each year the camp continues to grow," said Tony Allison, Chair of Cameron's department of communication and the camp’s coordinator. 

The camp, which hosts high school and junior high students, is broken into sessions. The first session concludes today with the second session running from Sunday, July 16, through Friday, July 21.  

“The students come to camp to prepare for next year's speech tournament competition and to learn new debate, public speaking, and acting skills,” Allison said. “This is an opportunity for them to gain valuable experience and learn new techniques.”  

Included in the 530 participants are 105 staff members made up of high school teachers, college professors, and junior staff members. Junior staff members are made up of high school and college speech and debate champions. Many of the staff members are from some of the most successful high school speech programs in Oklahoma, Texas, Kansas and Missouri.  

(over)

Speech and Debate, ADD ONE
Divisions within the second session of the camp include beginning, intermediate, and advanced team cross examination policy debate and Lincoln-Douglas value debate.

The Individual Events division of the camp showcases some of last year's state and national winners by performing their award winning contest pieces for the camp students. The campers are able to watch these demonstrations which are critiqued by the senior staff of the camp, Allison said.  
Cross‑examination team debaters work on next year's national high school debate topic, which states that “the United States federal government should establish a policy substantially increasing the number of persons serving in one or more of the following national service programs: AmeriCorps, Citizen Corp, Senior Corps, Peace Corps, Learn and Serve America, Armed Forces."

Lincoln‑Douglas debaters will work on three value-debate topics, which range from random drug testing of student athletes to individual claims of privacy and governmental health care provisions. 

"Students who choose to participate in an academic camp like Cameron's Speech and Debate Camp are usually very motivated to spend many hours learning research, public speaking, and debate skills,” Allison said. “This camp provides them with additional experience, and many of these students do very well at their regional and state speech competition." 
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