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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, May 18, 2005

Cameron University offering Arabic class 
for the first time during summer semester

Despite its best efforts, the United States government still suffers from a shortage of Arabic speakers, hampering military, diplomatic and intelligence operations across the Middle East. 

Cameron University is hoping to help solve part of that problem by offering Beginning Arabic I for the first time in the summer semester. 

The class will run weekdays from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. in Nance-Boyer 1076.  Dr. George Stanley, professor of African and Middle-Eastern languages and linguistics, will serve as the instructor.  

Stanley holds a doctorate in linguistics from the University of Port Elizabeth in South Africa (now Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University).  He began his study of Arabic in the early 1970s, when he was Fulbright professor of linguistics at the University of N’Djamena, Chad, in north-central Africa.  

“We’ll be learning to read, write, speak, and understand Modern Standard Arabic,” Stanley said.  “This is the variety of Arabic that educated speakers all over the Arab world use every day, but we’ll also be discussing the spoken dialects, especially Iraqi Arabic, as this is of special interest to a lot of people in the Lawton-Fort Sill area.”
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In Iraq, the language gap makes it more difficult for soldiers to protect themselves. At Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, it has jeopardized interrogations of suspected al-Qaida terrorists and on Arab television stations it has left almost no one defending American policies. 

“Correcting the lack of Arabic-speaking Americans hasn’t proved simple since the September 11 attacks,” Stanley said. “Arabic and other Middle Eastern languages are radically different from English, and it can take speakers somewhat longer to use them comfortably, but we believe that our method of teaching foreign languages at Cameron reduces that time considerably.” 

The FBI and the CIA have both acknowledged that they need more and better translators in all less-commonly-taught languages, especially those in the Middle East and Africa.

“Cameron University has one of the most important foreign language programs in the United States,” Stanley said.  “Besides Arabic, we also offer several other Middle-Eastern languages, such as Dari, Pashto, and Persian (Farsi). Among the African languages we offer are Afar, Amharic, Kikongo, Lingala, Somali, Swahili and Zulu.”

For more information on the summer course in Arabic or on any of the foreign languages offered at Cameron University, call the Department of English and Foreign Languages at 580/581-2272.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

