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For Immediate Release– Lawton, OK, July 9, 2004

National Institutes of Health grant to fund

cutting-edge genetic research at Cameron

Cameron University students and faculty will soon be conducting leading-edge biomedical sciences research into the causes of cancer, lupus and arthritis, thanks to a statewide $17.5 million National Institutes of Health grant program.
The five-year program, administered through the NIH Institutional Network for Biomedical Research Excellence (INBRE), is part of a nationwide effort to enhance or improve biomedical research programs in select states. 
Cameron assistant biology professor Dr. Carla Guthridge received one of six grants given to primarily undergraduate research institutions. Guthridge’s research focuses on identification of critical protein interactions that impact cellular processes in neuroblastoma cells.  These interactions are believed to hold the keys to understanding why some cells become cancerous, while others do not.  This research is also applicable to such autoimmune diseases as lupus and arthritis.
Cameron will work with program administrators at the University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and a dozen other Oklahoma colleges and universities to study 
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microbiology, immunology and neurosciences.  The INBRE also supports expanded high-tech research infrastructure such as genomics microarray facilities, bioinformatics, and small animal magnetic resonance imaging facilities that will be available for Cameron researchers to use.
The $200,000 grant has a three-fold benefit, helping support new faculty, recruiting new students to biomedical science and improving research facilities.
Guthridge has worked to ensure CU’s participation in this program and serves as the university’s representative to the Oklahoma INBRE steering committee. She said the award has the potential to have a dramatic impact on faculty career development and on opportunities for students to participate in undergraduate biomedical research on Cameron’s campus.  
“It’s an exciting day for Cameron,” Guthridge said. “Through this grant, along with the collaborative work of other institutions and programs, our students will be able to perform cutting-edge research working to find solutions to real problems. This grant will help train our graduates, making them some of the most prepared future researchers in the state, as well as expand local opportunities for scientific technical staff to work with Cameron researchers on these projects.”
The grant comes a year after the Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation and the NIH donated two advanced DNA sequencers to Cameron’s growing biology department. The unprecedented gift made CU one of only a few regional universities in the state with the ability to perform on-site genetic research.
In addition to increasing funding for disciplines traditionally associated with biomedical sciences, such as biology and chemistry, the grants also create opportunities for additional funding for research in an interdisciplinary fashion. These include such fields as mathematics, computer science and psychology, according to CU president Cindy Ross.
“For several years now Cameron University faculty have led the way in undergraduate biomedical research,” Ross said. “Dr. Guthridge and her colleagues are consistently proving that we are committed to student learning and providing opportunities for quality real-world research opportunities for our students.”
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Funding for the project began July 1. Additional opportunities for faculty mini-grants and student internships associated with the grant will be announced this fall. Cameron faculty and students are encouraged to apply for these opportunities.
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