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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 23, 2004

CU investment management classes to report 

on portfolios’ success at semester banquet
Students enrolled in Cameron University’s portfolio management I and II classes know studying pays – literally. 
Offered through the CU School of Business and in conjunction with BancFirst, the portfolio classes use real money to teach students how to manage investment portfolios.  At an upcoming end-of-the-semester banquet, the participating students will detail how their wise investments in stocks and bonds netted Cameron more than $20,000. 
The banquet will take place at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 30, in the Shepler Center’s Wichita Room. 
“This is one of the most unique classes in the nation,” said business professor Dr. T.K. Bhattacharya. “Many classes teach you with funny money, many use real money but we are the only ones using borrowed money. By actually using borrowed money, the students see that investing must be done with an enormous amount of discipline. In the real world, they will be managing other people’s money. As investment professionals, they must understand the immense responsibility of acting as a custodian of someone else’s money.”
(over)

investment, ADD ONE
During the semester, students meet in various subcommittees (accounting, economics, security tracking, performance, operations, public relations and multimedia), form recommendations, assemble as a board and vote on which government or corporate bonds and common stocks to purchase. The bond portfolio is funded through a $1 million line of credit offered by BancFirst, which holds a veto power over the selections. The stock portfolio is funded from profits generated by the bond portfolio.
During the banquet, the students will present the outcome of their investment efforts, including the bond portfolio, which netted $10,903, and a stock portfolio that raised $9,523, as well as a client portfolio.  
The classes began managing client portfolios about four years ago. In this part of the project, the students act as a guide, helping a local professional meet their investment goals, Bhattacharya said. The students will make a special presentation to this year’s client at the banquet. 
Since beginning the portfolio classes in 1988, CU students have raised almost $250,000, making a profit in 15 of the 16 years the course has been offered. 
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