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McMahon Foundation pledges $1.25 million for living and learning center at Cameron

Cameron University received a $1.25 million gift from the McMahon Foundation today to help fund the construction of a student living and learning center on the eastern edge of the campus.
It is the largest such cash gift ever given to Cameron, surpassing an $800,000 contribution from the foundation in 1988 to help fund construction of the university’s fitness center.  
Cameron president Cindy Ross accepted the gift on behalf of the university from Dr. Charles Graybill, chairmen of the McMahon Foundation, as the board of trustees looked on.
The gift is a key part of the development of Cameron Village, an apartment-style student housing facility for 240 students to be constructed on the east side of University Drive, on unimproved land directly across from the CU Sciences Complex.  
Five multilevel housing units will be constructed adjacent to a learning facility.  The housing units are arranged in 2 or 4-bedroom suites in which students have their own bedrooms and share a kitchenette and living area.  No more than two students will share a bathroom, in stark contrast to Cameron’s 35-year-old resident halls, where an entire floor of students share a common restroom/shower facility.
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“Student expectations of their living arrangements on campus have changed drastically since the 1970s,” said Ross.  “Today, they expect more than common showers and few amenities.  This state-of-the-art living and learning center will enable Cameron to more effectively recruit and retain traditional-age students and help create a vibrant campus community that is vital to Cameron’s growth.”
The McMahon Foundation gift will fund construction of a key component of Cameron Village – a learning facility that will house a seminar room, computer lab, classroom and library, as well as a recreational/social areas for students and a residence for a faculty member.

“This arrangement integrates the living and learning functions of campus housing in a unique way,” said Ross.  “The combination of social and recreational areas is configured in such a way that it promotes both learning and an active campus life.”
The construction of the housing units comprising Cameron Village will be funded through the sale of capital revenue bonds.  Cameron’s governing board gave its approval last December for the university to request authorization from the Oklahoma Legislature to sell up to $15 million in bonds.  A resolution is under consideration by legislators this session.  Revenue generated by student occupancy will retire the debt.
The McMahon gift is contingent upon approval of the capital bond resolution.  If approved, construction will begin later this year with a scheduled completion date of August 2005.
In all, the McMahon Foundation has given approximately $9 million to Cameron University over the past 40 years, dating back to its junior college era. These funds have helped finance construction projects such as the McMahon Fine Arts Complex and the agriculture research complex, as well as an international music competition, student scholarships and the Louise D. McMahon Endowed Chair in Music.
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