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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 10, 2005
Students set to lead Cameron’s 2005 Convocation 
Five students, representing each of Cameron University’s academic schools, will serve as the keynote speakers during the 2005 Academic Convocation.

Convocation is the celebration of Cameron’s dedication to academic excellence. The event, which is highlighted by musical performances and colorful pageantry, will take place at 10 a.m., Friday, Oct. 14, and is open to the public.
“Convocation is one of our must time-honored traditions,” said Vice President for Academic Affairs Gary Buckley, Ph.D. “We set aside this day every year to pay tribute to Cameron University’s students and faculty, and all they have achieved during the last year.”
Following tradition, an academic procession of faculty and staff donning academic regalia will arrive behind a banner depicting their respective disciplines. The banners are proudly carried by honor students selected from each discipline.  
Convocation’s focal point is always CU’s student body. Honors and scholarship students will receive special recognition for their academic achievements.
Convocation will also function as the opening event in Cameron’s annual alumni weekend. Highlights of the weekend include campus tours, a dinner, and the presentation of this year’s CUAA Faculty Hall of Fame and Distinguished Alumni awards. 
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Convocation, ADD ONE
Below are brief biographies of each of the student speakers: 

Aaron M. Gilbee - School of Liberal Arts

A native of Denver and a graduate of Lawton’s MacArthur High School, Aaron Gilbee serves as Cameron’s student representative from the School of Liberal Arts. Gilbee is a communications major with an emphasis in broadcasting and a minor in public relations. Gilbee has excelled at Cameron, serving as the Sports Editor for the Cameron Collegian and as a Student Government Association Supreme Court Justice. He has received many accolades including Program Activities Council (PAC) Member of the Year and recognition as a CU Top 20 Student. He will graduate in December and his future plans include the pursuit of a graduate degree in communications.  

Keith A. Wright - Graduate School

Representing Cameron’s School of Graduate Studies, Lawton native and PLUS scholar Keith Wright is a 2001 graduate of MacArthur High School. He received his bachelor’s degree in business administration from Cameron University in the summer of 2005. As an undergraduate, Wright earned recognition on the Dean’s Honor Roll and served as a member of the Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) Team that won the prestigious Governor’s Cup. At present, he is working toward a master’s degree in business administration and is considering a career in casino management following graduation. 
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Delois M. Byrd - School of Education and Psychology

Delois M. Byrd is an elementary education major in the School of Education and Behavioral Sciences. She was born in Philadelphia and is a 2001 graduate of Lawton’s Eisenhower High School. Byrd has been a standout student at Cameron, winning the inaugural Martin Luther King Jr., essay contest in 2005, being recognized in “Who’s Who Among American College Students” for 2004-2005, and being named an Alumni Association Scholar. Byrd also serves in the Student Oklahoma Education Association, works with students in the Upward Bound program, and serves as President of the Residence Hall Association. Following graduation in May of 2006, she hopes to teach in the Lawton Public School system and to eventually pursue a master’s degree in education.

Cinnamon L. Bock - School of Business

A 1991 graduate of American High School in Sierra Vista, Arizona, Cinnamon L. Bock represents students in the School of Business. She was born in Fort Monmouth, New Jersey, and will graduate in December with a major in business and an emphasis in finance. During her exemplary student career at Cameron she has served as the Vice President of Delta Mu Delta, as a member of Phi Theta Kappa, and as part of the award-winning Students in Free Enterprise (SIFE) Team that took home the inaugural Governor’s Cup. Bock works as a Business Researcher in the Center for Emerging Technology and Entrepreneurial Studies (CETES) and plans on continuing her professional development there following graduation with the goal of one day working with the Defense Finance and Accounting Service. 
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Convocation, ADD TWO
Gabriel S. Vidal - School of Science and Technology

Gabriel S. Vidal is a native of Salvador, Brazil, and represents students in the School of Science and Technology. He is a 2002 graduate of Ford High School in Quinlan, Texas, and is double majoring in computer science and mathematics while triple minoring in biology, chemistry, and foreign languages. His many extracurricular activities include serving as President of the Math and Computer Science Club, as President of Upsilon Pi Epsilon, as Vice President of the International Club, as Secretary for Pi Mu Epsilon, and as a member of Phi Sigma Iota.  Following graduation in May of 2007, Vidal plans on pursing a Ph.D. in biomedical informatics.
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