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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, October 10, 2006
CU partners with Boys and Girls Club, receives grant to increase college awareness
The Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) recently awarded a $10,000 Raising College Aspirations grant to the Salvation Army Boys and Girls Club of Lawton to increase awareness of the Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program (OHLAP) and also increase the overall number of students going to college in Oklahoma.  OHLAP is a unique program for eighth, ninth and tenth-grade students that will help pay for their college education if their family's income is $50,000 or less.  The Boys and Girls Club partnered with Cameron University and Lawton High School to apply for the funding.

“There is a definite need for OHLAP education in our schools,” said Christal Durham, Director, Boys and Girls Club of Lawton.  “At Lawton High School, we found that only 198 students are currently enrolled in the program.  Since more than 500 LHS students qualify for free lunches, we know that number could be much higher.”
OSRHE awarded five $10,000 grants to Oklahoma-based non-profit organizations that serve local community needs.  The organizations receiving funds are required to partner with an Oklahoma middle, junior high or high school and an Oklahoma university.
“We are proud to partner with the Boys and Girls Club on such a worthwhile project,” said Lance Janda, PhD., Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management and Coordinator, Office of Graduate Studies. “We all know the importance of a college education in today’s world.  This grant will allow more students that opportunity.”
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The promotion of OHLAP will be at the center of all the activities planned for the Girls and Boys Club of 
Lawton.  The main focus of the project will be the production, promotion and distribution of a DVD made by students for students and their parents.  The content of the DVD will promote OHLAP and encourage students to attend college.  Media production classes at Lawton High School will produce the DVDs.  OHLAP awareness and college preparation activities will also be integrated into the ongoing activities at the Boys and Girls Club. 

Janda and Durham both commended Cameron Staff Researcher and Writer, Jana Gowan for her work on writing the grant proposal.
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