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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Feb. 6, 2004

CULE camps offer opportunity for area youth

to discover business, entrepreneurial skills
It’s never too soon to learn about the business world … or at least that’s the idea behind two youth camps being planned by Cameron University’s SIFE team.
SIFE – Students in Free Enterprise – will hold the one-day Cameron University Leaders and Entrepreneurs (CULE) camps to give upper elementary, junior high and high school students a taste of what it takes to create a new product or service.
A Feb. 16 CULE camp, to be held in Aggie Gymnasium on Cameron’s Lawton campus, will involve fifth and sixth graders from across Southwest Oklahoma, while a second camp on Feb. 28 in the CU Fitness Center, will target Lawton-area junior and senior high students.
Nearly 300 area youth are expected to participate in the camps, said Dr. Sylvia Burgess, dean of Cameron’s business school and one of the university’s SIFE advisors. Counselors and faculty of participating schools will select participants.
“Our SIFE students are an energetic, determined group,” Burgess said, adding that the campus chapter more than doubled its size since last fall and now is composed of 35 members.
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The chapter sponsored a highly successful CULE camp at Lawton Christian School last month, inspiring it to offer additional sessions for a wider range of students.
Camp participants will be divided into teams that will be tasked with inventing and developing a marketing plan for a new product. The camp will introduce students to such business and entrepreneurial skills as the importance of leadership and brainstorming, how to develop a presentation, and the various elements – from packaging and advertising – that enable a new product to move from concept to the store shelf.
The camp is also a competition, Burgess said. Product ideas will be judged and prizes awarded to the top teams.  More importantly, the camps will provide youngsters the chance to start building a resume for college.
“Our experience with the successful camp at Lawton Christian encouraged four students to come to Cameron to pursue a degree.  We hope we can have a similar impact on high school students across Southwest Oklahoma … and beyond.” 
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. A special invitation is extended to the media to cover either, or both, CULE camps at Cameron.
