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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 7, 2008

Cameron’s Centennial Changing Lives Campaign surpasses $10 million 

Cameron University revealed another historic achievement today as President Cindy Ross announced that the university’s Centennial Campaign entitled, Cameron University: Changing Lives for 100 Years, 1908-2008, surpassed its $10 million goal.  

 “The unprecedented success of the campaign reflects the tremendous generosity and leadership of the community,” said Ross.  “The overwhelming support of the community is particularly meaningful as we stand on the brink of celebrating the Centennial Year.”
The campaign was first announced on January 11, 2006 with a goal to raise $8.5 million over the following three years.  This was the largest three-year campaign ever launched by a regional university.  Then on July 18, 2007, just two years into the three-year campaign, Ross announced that the $8.5 million goal had been surpassed and launched the Dig Deeper Challenge, extending the goal to $10 million.  

Less than a year later and just months away from the kick-off of Cameron’s Centennial Year in 2008-2009, Ross announced that to date $11,549,251 or 136 percent of the original $8.5 million goal have been raised. 
(more)

Changing Lives Campaign, ADD ONE
The Centennial Campaign focuses on five significant areas – student scholarships, endowed faculty positions, university advancement, and the construction of two new features, the Bentley Gardens and the Centennial Student Activities Complex.  Each area has far exceeded the campaign’s expectations.  

At the heart of the campaign are initiatives to construct the Bentley Gardens and the Centennial Student Activities Complex.  Both projects will powerfully impact the Cameron University campus as well as the community by providing beautiful grounds and a state-of-the-art facility to make Cameron and Lawton the “Location of Choice” for Southwest Oklahoma.  Donations for the Bentley Gardens currently total $739,863 or 148 percent of the $500,000 goal, and an astonishing $6,610,423 or 102 percent of the original $6,500,000 goal have been raised to construct the Centennial Student Activities Complex.  

A total of $1,374,001 or 229 percent of the $600,000 goal have been raised to add to an already thriving student scholarship program.  These funds will continue to increase access to higher education and help Cameron maintain its position as one of the most affordable universities in the state.  Cameron currently has more endowed faculty positions than any other regional university in the state.  These positions provide unique learning opportunities for faculty and students that would otherwise be unattainable.  A total of $2,334,370 or 359 percent of the $650,000 goal has been raised to continue this proud legacy.  Finally, University Advancement makes room in the campaign for other significant resources needed to continue the progress of Cameron’s exciting growth.  A total of $490,594 or 196 percent of the $250,000 goal has been raised.  

“I am proud of the enormous success of this ambitious campaign,” Ross said.  “Cameron has been changing lives for 100 years, and the people of Southwest Oklahoma recognize the value of Cameron and have stepped forward to elevate Cameron to new and greater heights.”  
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