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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Oct. 15, 2007
Cameron names 2007 Hackler Award winners

Two Cameron University faculty members have been named recipients of the 2007 Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Teaching Excellence Award.
Professor of psychology and human ecology Mary Dzindolet, Ph.D., and Associate Professor of history and government Sarah Eppler Janda, Ph.D., have been selected to receive the Harold and Elizabeth Hackler Lectureship in Teaching Excellence, an endowment recognizing outstanding contributions by faculty in the lives of Cameron students. The Hacklers – both CU alumni – established the endowment in 1996.
The honors were presented to Dzindolet and Janda at a reception Oct. 15, at Cameron University-Duncan, located at 3100 W. Bois d’Arc.

“Teaching and student learning are core values for Cameron University, and the Hackler award was established to recognize faculty who best assist the University to meet that mission,” John McArthur, Ph.D., Vice President for Academic Affairs said.  “We thank Elizabeth and Harold Hackler for creating the award with additional support from the Halliburton Foundation, the McCasland Foundation, and the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education.”
The Hacklers’ initial gift to the University was matched dollar-for-dollar by the McCasland Foundation and by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education, creating a $100,000 lectureship. The endowment is used to provide merit awards to outstanding teachers and grants to enhance their professional development.
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Hackler, ADD ONE

Dzindolet and Janda will be appointed to Hackler lectureships and will be provided grants to be used for approved activities. Their names will also be added to the Hackler Award honor roll plaque which is on display on the CU-Duncan campus.

Recipients are selected based on recommendations from faculty and students. Competition is open to all faculty who have been full-time members of the CU faculty for at least three years and hold an appointment as an assistant professor or higher. The candidate’s principle assignment must be teaching.
Dzindolet and Janda are the 16th and 17th recipients of the honor. Associate Professor of physical sciences Clint Bryan, Ph.D., was selected as the first recipient in 1999. 
The award was presented to Rebecca Pazoureck, Ph.D., and Vivian Thomlinson, Ph.D., in 2000; Margie McMahan, Ph.D., and Matt Jenkins, Ph.D., in 2001; Joe Jones and Ira Hawk, Ph.D., in 2002; T.K. Bhattacharya, Ph.D., and Ted Snider, Ph.D., in 2003; Marcy Blackburn, Ph.D., and Kent Morris, Ph.D., in 2004; Suzanne Clinton, Ph.D., and Karen Youngblood, J.D., in 2005 and Carla Guthridge, Ph.D., and George Stanley, D.Litt., last year. Like their predecessors, both of this year's recipients drew high praise from their nominators. 
“Dr. Dzindolet is passionate about her area of psychology and shares this passion with her students,” said Rebecca Pazoureck, Ph.D., professor of psychology and human ecology.  “She becomes excited when describing a research study that illustrates the theory she is discussing, and she is willing to spend time with her students outside of class to help them grasp topics and be successful in her classes.”
Dzindolet began her education career at Cameron fifteen years ago.  She spent one year as an adjunct professor and has held the titles of assistant professor, associate professor and professor.  Dzindolet has also served as the principle investigator on a grant between CU and the Army Research Laboratory.
Prior to joining Cameron, she received a Bachelor of Arts degree from Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, N.Y.  She earned a master’s degree in applied statistics from Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge, La. and a doctoral degree in experimental psychology from the University of Texas at Arlington in Arlington, Texas.
-more-
Hackler, ADD TWO
Janda is in her sixth year of full-time teaching at Cameron.  She taught one semester as an adjunct professor in the spring of 2001 and then held the position of temporary assistant professor for three years before being promoted to associate professor at the end of the spring 2007 term. She also authored the book, “Beloved Women: The Political Lives of LaDonna Harris and Wilma Mankiller.”
Janda earned a bachelor’s degree in history and philosophy as well as a master’s degree and doctoral degree in American history all from the University of Oklahoma where she also served as a teaching assistant and taught classes during graduate school.
“Dr. Janda is an outstanding teacher,” said Richard Voeltz, Ph.D., chair of Cameron’s history and government department.  “She has the remarkable talent of being extremely rigorous in the classroom, yet she is very popular and well-liked by her students.”
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