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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Dec. 19, 2006
Cameron University receives Pillar of Support donation for student complex 
Cameron University President Cindy Ross formally accepted a $30,000 gift from Johnny Owens Commercial Properties during a ceremony today in the McMahon Center Library on Cameron’s main campus.
The gift represents the second Pillar of Support donation for the construction of the new Centennial Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.  In August, Dan and Diane Mullins presented the University with the first Pillar of Support donation.

“Cameron is fortunate to have community supporters like Johnny Owens,” said Ross.  “The complex will forever transform student life on campus, and this gift represents a significant step in making the complex possible.”

Contributions at the Pillar of Support level allow donors to make a significant commitment to the campaign and spread the payment of the donation over a three-year period at a rate of $10,000 per year.  To honor the gifts, plaques recognizing contributors as a Pillar of Support will mark the prominent pillars supporting the new complex.

“Cameron University provides a tremendous impact to Southwest Oklahoma in higher education, economic development and quality of life,” said Johnny Owens.  “I am proud to offer my support to this endeavor which will benefit the University, its students and our community for many years.”
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The Student Activities Complex will provide students a central location to study, dine, interact and relax.  The facility will also house a 400-seat, divisible ballroom well suited for hosting community events in Southwest Oklahoma.

This donation brings the total raised or pledged for construction of the student complex to $5,785,140 or 89 percent of the $6.5 million goal.  
University officials plan to begin construction before or during Cameron’s centennial year, academic year 2008-2009. 
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