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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, March 6, 2006
Cameron University Jazz Festival’s 30th year headlined by alum, saxophonist Michael Cox
The Cameron University Jazz Festival will celebrate its 30th year this week with a full day of jazz concerts, capped by a special evening performance from Cameron graduate Michael Cox. 

The festival will also feature performances by the Cameron University Jazz Ensemble, the Cameron/Lawton Community Jazz Ensemble, the Iowa Park High School Jazz Ensemble and the Midwestern State University Jazz Ensemble. 

“The festival is designed to promote the art of jazz, as well as expose Southwest Oklahoma and northern Texas to the quality of musicians we have in this region,” said John E. Moots, director of CU’s jazz ensemble. “With a full day of free concerts and a performance by Michael Cox, I’m sure the festival will be an enjoyable experience for all audiences.” 


Admission for CU Jazz Festival is free and the public is invited to attend. The event is co-sponsored by the Cameron University Lectures and Concerts Series, CU School of Liberal Arts, Department of Music, and Cameron University Foundation Inc. 
The festival will kick off with the Lawton Public Schools’ Young Person’s Concert, performed by the Cameron University Jazz Ensemble, which will be accompanied by Cox. The performance will at 10 a.m. Thursday, March 9, in the University Theatre, located at 27th and A Avenue in Lawton. 
Another Cameron alumnus pianist/conductor Jon Kalbfleisch and Cox will present a Music Department Recital at 2 p.m. in Recital Hall for all of the music majors. 
(over)

Jazz Festival, ADD ONE

Cox will then join the Iowa Park High School Jazz Ensemble, under the direction of Ed Hefti, for another performance at 3 p.m. in the University Theatre, which will be followed by an exhibition concert by the Midwestern State University Jazz Ensemble at 4 p.m.

The final concert of the day will be at 8 p.m. in the University Theatre. The evening performance will be headlined by Cox and feature Cameron University Jazz Ensemble, the Cameron/Lawton Community Jazz Ensemble and special guests, the Iowa Park High School Jazz Ensemble.
A wide variety of big band and combo jazz music will be featured during the concert. The Cameron University Jazz Ensemble will perform Overture to the Royal Mongolian Suma Foosball Festival, Darn That Dream, and Ain’t Misbehavin’, among other selections. The Cameron/Lawton Community Jazz Ensemble will perform West Side Heavies, All The Things You Are, and I Remember Bird as well as many other pieces. Cox will announce his combo selections at the concert.

Cox graduated from Eisenhower High School in Lawton and then went on to earn a Bachelor of Music degree from Cameron University, a Master of Music degree from Wichita State University, and a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Northern Colorado. Cox is a professor of music and Coordinator of the Graduate Program at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio. 

As a saxophonist, Cox performs numerous professional commercial and concert dates in the Ohio area and nationally.  He is a member of The Columbus Jazz Orchestra, a professional big band in Columbus. He has made more than 60 adjudication, clinic, festival and solo appearances nationally.  
Internationally, Cox is the Saxophone Resource Person for the International Association of Jazz Educators.  His discography includes more than 25 recordings as sideman. As a leader Cox, has recorded: Abstractions, Dedications, & Red Dirt (1999) with Matt Wilson and Dennis Irwin. 

For more information concerning the 30th Annual Cameron University Jazz Festival, contact Moots at 580.581.2432 or at 580.581.2440
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Editors and Broadcasters: For details, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

