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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 14, 2004

Cameron English professor writes Mr. Rogers bio

Cameron University English professor Dr. George Stanley is adding yet another famous name to his ever-growing list of popular children’s literary subjects: Fred Rogers.
Stanley is currently putting the finishing touches on a biography of children’s TV host “Mr. Rogers” that will be included in Simon and Schuster’s popular children’s series, “Childhood of Famous Americans.” Rogers joins a cast of other notable subjects by Stanley, including such real and fictional subjects as Mary Kate and Ashley Olsen, Nancy Drew and Adam Sharp.
The book is a fictional, yet historically accurate, account of Rogers’ life and details many little-known facts, including how his love for puppetry developed and how he created the idea for the popular children’s television show, “Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood.” It began in 1963 as a 15-minute program created for the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, then evolved into a 30-minute segment that ran from 1965-67 on WQED in Pittsburgh. It aired nationally, thanks to funding provided by the Sears-Roebuck Foundation, for the first time in 1968. 
Oddly enough, Rogers was not initially interested in creating or producing shows for children’s television. Instead, it was a job he volunteered for when no one else at WQED wanted to take on the task.
It was a job that ultimately changed the course of his life. 
When Rogers died in February 2003, Stanley immediately felt that writing this fictional biography would be a wonderful addition to the Simon and Schuster series. 
(over)

rogers, ADD ONE
“I loved reading the ‘Childhood of Famous Americans’ books as a child,” Stanley said, “and I love writing them as an adult. So I suggested that the publishers consider adding a book about Mr. Rogers to their series, and they agreed.”
Stanley was so excited when the publishers agreed that it only took him a month to write his manuscript.
“Writing this book was a lot of fun,” Stanley said. “I have always admired Rogers, and I couldn’t stop writing. It’s amazing how his childhood interests influenced and impacted his career. It just goes to show how you never know what will become of the interests you develop as a child.”
The 192-page Mr. Rogers fictional biography will be published this fall and is targeted for readers ages 8 to 12.  
In addition to this book about Rogers, Stanley has also written books for this series about Geronimo and Andrew Jackson, both of which received excellent reviews, and one about Harry Truman that is due for release in April. 
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