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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Jan. 20, 2004

CU offers extensive list of foreign language courses 

Cameron University’s foreign language offerings are among the best in the nation. In fact, students enrolled at other universities in the region often come to Cameron during the summer, because it is one of the few universities in the Southwest United States with an extensive summer program in foreign languages.
As with most major universities, there are standard “in-class” courses in Arabic, French, German, Italian, Latin, and Spanish, but Cameron also offers individualized instruction in many less-commonly-taught languages, according to Dr. George Stanley, an internationally known linguist and CU professor. Stanley’s linguistics articles have appeared in such journals as Anthropological Linguistics, English Language Teaching, English Studies in Africa and Linguistics.
“Cameron’s foreign language offerings are not only unique in the Southwest, but are on a par with many major universities on both the east and west coasts,” Stanley said.
Stanley, who holds a doctorate in general linguistics from the University of Port Elizabeth in South Africa, says that Cameron students can take classes in specific-prefixed languages, such as Albanian, Catalan, Czech, Danish, Dutch, Norwegian, Polish, Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Swedish, and Turkish.  Under “Special Topics in Linguistics” prefixes, students may also study languages of sub-Saharan Africa, such as Afrikaans, Hausa, Somali, Swahili, Xhosa, Yoruba, and Zulu; of Central Asia, such as Azerbaijani, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Tajik, Turkmen, and Uzbek; and of the Middle East, such as Pashto and Persian (Farsi). 
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“Somali, for instance, has taken on a special importance recently,” Stanley said. “It, along with Arabic and French, is one of the major languages of Djibouti, a country strategically located across the Gulf of Aden from Yemen, at the entrance to the Red Sea, where the American military is seeing a troop buildup.”  
“Although a knowledge of many of these languages is extremely important to U.S. security, it is unrealistic to expect that there would be a classroom full of students wanting to study Somali,” Stanley said.  “In fact, Cameron and Michigan State University are the only ones in the United States that offer Somali.”
The dearth of students enrolling in single foreign language programs is why many major institutions have established individualized tutorial programs. 
“The really great thing about this,” Stanley said, “is that it allows a university with linguists trained in several languages or language families to offer students courses in less-commonly-taught languages that would never have the requisite number of students in a traditional class.”
The Central Intelligence Agency seeks people with expertise and relevant area knowledge in such languages as Arabic, Central Asian languages and Russian, Dari/Pashtu, Farsi/Persian, French and Arabic, French or Portuguese and African languages and Turkish.  Students can study all of these languages at Cameron.
 “We’re very fortunate to have a number of highly-trained linguists in the CU Department of Foreign Languages and Journalism who, because they have either lived, studied or worked all over the world, are fluent in several languages,” Stanley said.
For more information about Cameron University’s foreign language program, call 580/581-2272.
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