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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Nov. 7, 2006
Early Statehood exhibit at Cameron
The settlement of people during Oklahoma’s territorial and early statehood era is the subject of an exhibition currently touring the state.  “Land of Promise: Europeans and African Americans in Oklahoma” opened at Cameron University’s library Nov. 3 and will run through Nov. 29.  “Land of Promise” is the second in a series of three traveling exhibits that focuses on people who have lived in Oklahoma pre-Columbian centuries to the present.

The “Land of Promise” exhibit uses reproductions of documents and historic photographs from around the state to tell the story of work, worship and daily life as families learned to live in their new environment.  

“The state’s diversity made it an interesting and exciting cultural environment,” said Dianna Everett, the project’s coordinator.  “While immigration officials changed ethnic names to more ‘American-sounding’ names, the immigrants tried to preserve their traditions, especially language, food, and religion for at least two or three generations.”

Sarah Janda, Ph.D., assistant professor of history and government, will present a lecture on the era on Nov. 29 at noon in the CU Library Reading Room.  For more information on “Land of Promise” or other exhibits in the series, contact the CU library at 580-581-2855, or call the Oklahoma Humanities Council at 405-235-0280 or ofh@oklhaomahumanitiescouncil.org .
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact Amber McNeil, Director of Media Relations, in the Office of Community Relations at 580.581.2611. 
