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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, April 9, 2004

Guerrilla Girls announce personas for CU visit

A performance by the internationally renowned “Guerrilla Girls” will focus on the lives of two noted women – a chemist and an artist – during their appearance April 16 on the campus of Cameron University in Lawton.
Nearly 20 years after they formed in response to a major show at the Museum of Modern Art in which only 13 of the 169 featured artists were women, the Guerrilla Girls, who called themselves "the conscience of the art world," have become cultural icons. Their work is taught in art history classes, they are written about in doctoral dissertations and for years members of the group have been regulars on the college circuit.
A radical New York-based group of women whose work promotes awareness of inequalities and stereotyping around the world, the Guerrilla Girls replace their true identities with pseudonyms derived from significant women who are now deceased. They further maintain their anonymity by wearing gorilla masks during their performances, giving them an opportunity to attract more attention and promote awareness of their messages.  
For their 7 p.m. Friday appearance in the University Theatre, the Guerrilla Girls will use the personas of chemist Dr. Rosalind Franklin Ph.D. (1920-1958) and artist Frieda Kahlo (1907-1954).
Franklin made significant contributions to the X-ray crystallographic analysis of the structure of the tobacco mosaic virus.  She began working in x-ray diffraction to create images of crystalized solids and pioneered the use of this method in analyzing complex, unorganized matter such as large biological molecules.  All of 
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these allowed Franklin to discover crucial keys to DNA's structure.  
The chemist worked with Dr. Maurice Wilkins who latter shared her data and X-rays – without her knowledge – with Dr. James Watson and Dr. Francis Crick at Cambridge University. They pulled ahead in the race, ultimately publishing the proposed structure of DNA in March 1953.  The three men won the Nobel Prize in 1962 for the double-helix model of DNA. Franklin, who had died four years before the award was given, was not recognized.
Kahlo, a Mexican artist, created striking images that reflected her turbulent life. She survived polio as a child and at age 15 entered the pre-med program at Mexico’s Preparatory School.   After being severely injured in a bus accident, she spent a year recovering from her injuries and learned to paint with oils. Her paintings were mostly self-portraits and still-lifes using the technique of Mexican folk artists, but in the style of the surrealists. 
At 21, Kahlo married artist Diego Rivera, whose own work overshadowed hers for many years. Their life together was turbulent, with infidelities, divorces and remarriage.  She lived her life as a strong vocal individualist – which was not the norm for a woman in those times. 
Despite more than 30 operations to repair damage from the accident, Kahlo was in constant pain and eventually died from related complications.
The April 16 performance of the Guerrilla Girls is open the public.  Admission is free.
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Editors and Broadcasters: For more information, contact CU Government & Community Relations at 580.581.2211. 

