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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, June 8, 2005

NAACP chairman to speak, lead discussions 
at 2006 Martin Luther King Jr. celebration
On Jan. 16, 2006, Cameron Campus Ministry and Cameron University will celebrate the life, work and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
The Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee, comprised of Cameron faculty, Cameron Campus Ministry and community leaders, is proud to announce that Julian Bond, the current chairman of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), has been selected to speak at the 2006 annual celebration. 

Bond will present a discussion at 2 p.m. at the University Theatre on CU’s main campus in Lawton. He will also be the keynote speaker at the annual Martin Luther King Jr. Banquet at 6:30 p.m.  During his stay, Bond will discuss various topics including affirmative action, civil rights and race relations. 

“It is truly an honor to have Chairman Bond as our keynote speaker,” said Pastor Gary Bender, chair of the MLK Celebration Committee. “His wealth of experience and wisdom will bring tremendous insight to our discussions. We look forward with great anticipation to his visit.” 
Bond has been a pivotal figure in civil rights and economic justice efforts since 1960. He is a veteran of more than 20 years of service in the Georgia General Assembly, a university professor and a writer. 

Bond was elected to the Georgia House of Representatives in 1965. He was prevented from taking his seat by members who objected to his opposition to the Vietnam War. 
(over)

bond, ADD ONE
He was re-elected to his own vacant seat only to be un-seated again, and eventually seated after a third election and a unanimous decision of the U.S. Supreme Court. During his legislative tenure, he was the first African American to chair the Fulton County Delegation and the Consumer Affairs Committee. He has sponsored or co-sponsored more than 60 bills that have become law.
He is a commentator on America's Black Forum, the oldest African American-owned show in television syndication. His poetry and articles have appeared in numerous publications. He has narrated numerous documentaries, including the Academy Award-winning “A Time for Justice,” as well as the award-winning series “Eyes on the Prize.”
Bond has served four terms on the NAACP, the oldest and largest civil rights organization in the United States, and has been chairman of the board since 1998.
The 2006 Martin Luther King Jr. celebration is co-sponsored by Cameron Campus Ministry and Cameron University. For more information or reservations, please contact Rev. Patrick McPherson or Judy Nelson at 580/357-7226.
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