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For Immediate Release – Lawton, OK, Sept. 7, 2007
Cameron University receives Triple Crown donation 
Cameron University President Cindy Ross has accepted a $3,000 gift from Mr. and Mrs. Albert Johnson, Sr. toward construction of the new Centennial Student Activities Complex as part of the Cameron University: Changing Lives campaign.

The Johnsons have been active supporters of Cameron University for many years.  Albert Johnson, Sr. has served on the Cameron University Foundation Board of Directors since 2005, and he is a member of the CU Centennial Commission.  Johnson is a past recipient of the Cameron University Distinguished Service Award.  
“Jo and Albert Johnson are both extraordinary people.  Each has made a mark on the Lawton-Fort Sill community in many ways,” said Ross.  “We are thankful for their service to the community, their commitment to education and proud of their support of Cameron University.”  
Contributions at the Triple Crown level allow donors to make a significant commitment to the campaign and spread the donation over a three-year period at a rate of $1,000 per year.  
“The enhancements taking place at Cameron through the Changing Lives campaign are truly exciting,” said Albert Johnson.  “We are very proud to show our support and become involved with the transformation that is taking place and help to make it a reality.”
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Johnson, ADD ONE
The Centennial Student Activities Complex, to be located in the heart of campus, will provide a modern location for students to study, dine, interact and relax.  The complex will feature a student union, student 
activities areas, meeting rooms, an art gallery, dining areas and community spaces for students to make lasting memories.

The complex will not only serve Cameron students but will also serve the community for a variety of functions.  The second floor of the state-of-the-art complex will house a ballroom with seating for 400 connected to a balcony that will overlook the Centennial Gardens, another campaign initiative.  This area will be well suited for hosting high school proms, weddings and other community events.  

More than $9 million dollars has been contributed or pledged to Cameron’s newly expanded Changing Lives campaign.  The recently launched Dig Deeper Challenge raises the campaign goal to $10 million.

A graduate of Douglass High School in Lawton, Albert Johnson began his lengthy career as an educator in 1950 after earning degrees from Winston-Salem State Teachers College and the University of Oklahoma. He returned to Douglass in Lawton as a classroom teacher, and then became an elementary school principal in 1954 and high school principal 10 years later.

Johnson was pivotal to the success of Lawton’s school integration process in the mid-1960s. He continued his career as a school administrator in Lawton from 1966 until his retirement in 1994, directing a variety of programs before serving as assistant superintendent for 11 years and deputy superintendent for the final six years of his education career.

Since his retirement, he has kept a dizzying pace volunteering in countless worthwhile community projects, including working with local youth choirs, coaching in Lawton’s city recreational programs and supervising the YMCA’s summer day camp.  

Jo Johnson, a native of North Carolina, came to Lawton in 1954 to run the black United Service Organizations (USO) in what is now the Patterson Center. She worked for USO and for the Armed 
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Services YMCA until 1979, when she went to work at Fort Sill, setting up an outreach program. She retired in 1988, and has devoted herself since then to full-time volunteer work. Johnson has served on the 
boards of Quality Enterprise of Lawton Inc., McMahon Auditorium Authority, Lawton Food Bank, Salvation Army and Mobile Meals. She's also an elder at her church, Boulevard Church, and is a member of the Oklahoma State Council on Aging. 

She was also a charter member of the Lawton chapter of the League of Women Voters. She has served on the advisory board of the Taliaferro Community Mental Health Center, helped establish the Helen Holliday Home for Alcoholic Women, and was the first woman and the first member of a minority group named to the Lawton Metropolitan Area Planning Commission. 
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